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From the Chair

Dates for your diary

I take a walk through the park and my mind wanders as much as
my feet. Random juxtapositions appear in my head that seem to
offer either profound insights or simply daft thoughts. On what
turns out to be the hottest day in autumn for over a hundred
years, I go to my local garden centre and discover they are laying
out their Christmas displays. Climate change or retail ambition?
Take your pick. Then there is the terrible news that the Great
British Bake Off is leaving the BBC and its long-serving
presenters are not going with it. Well, terrible for most of the
nation and the national media. Actually the really terrible news
published the same day is a report on nature in the UK which
states that one in ten of the UK's wildlife species face extinction.
Did that make the headlines? Just a bit, but not so much. Is it an
example of the nation's priorities, or simply that trivia is more
easily absorbed than seriousness?

Thursday 27 October 2016
FALLOW DEER
Talk by David Dixon
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm

I wander on through the
woods and grasslands. It
occurs to me that we are
trying, in our small way as
Friends of Bushy and Home
Parks, to resist the oncoming
challenges to wildlife and
depredation of habitats. The
Laura Keates
fact that SSSI status was
bestowed upon the two parks in 2015 is a mark of their
importance in sustaining rare species of insect and plant life. The
arrival each year of nesting skylarks, a nationally declining bird, is
another mark of success, although one which requires our
vigilance as dogs running through the nesting areas will destroy
the nests and frighten off the birds so they do not come back.
Equally, the visitor to the park who thinks it is okay to light a
barbecue in defiance of the regulations “It’s only a little portable
barbecue....” in one of the driest weeks of the summer, just has
no conception of the disaster a stray spark can cause and the
destruction that will ensue. We try to advise and educate.

Thursday 24 November 2016
A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF THE ROYAL
PADDOCKS ALLOTMENTS
Talk by Jenny Bourne
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm

Saturday 7 November 2015
WORKING SESSION IN THE WOODLAND
GARDENS
Meet 11.00 am
Pheasantry Welcome Centre, Bushy Park
Equipment provided but please bring gardening
gloves and suitable footwear. The work should be
fun and not too arduous.

Friday 25 November 2016
HAMPTON HILL PARADE
Saturday 17 December 2016
CAROL SINGING WITH ‘THE QUIRE’
Pheasantry Café, Bushy Park, 12.30 to 2.00 pm

Joy Hyde

Autumn is upon us and the parks will settle into their mellow
fruitfulness. I shall enjoy my wandering through the piles of
leaves. I hope you do, too.

My mother, Joy, was a
founder member of the
Friends, joining with me at
the inaugural meeting in
1989. She was on the
committee and for several
years was responsible for the distribution of
newsletters to members. This involvement in the
work of the Friends was enjoyable to Mum and
she was sorry to give it up when she became less
mobile. We had hoped to attend the Friends
summer party in July but Mum became unwell in
May and it was discovered she was terminally ill.
She came home to Teddington where my sister
Jane and I were able to enjoy her company for a
further six weeks. She was brave throughout, a
loving mother and we miss her.

Colin Muid

Pippa Hyde

Another thought crosses my mind, again inspired by something in
the news. Apparently scientific research is showing that trees
communicate with each other; so Prince Charles should not have
been derided for talking to his plants. It seems that trees send
chemicals that create communication through their roots to other
trees of the same species. They tell each other about their
illnesses and their enemies. This makes me think that Gospel
Oak should be renamed Gossip Oak. Like I say, some of my
thoughts are daft.
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The Royal Parks Horticulture Show, Hyde Park
From 5 to 7 July The Royal Parks with their
partners The Royal Parks Guild, The Royal
Parks Foundation and AEG Live staged their
first Horticulture Show. We are pleased to
report that Bushy Park staff and volunteers
were successful in some of the horticultural
and produce categories. Adam Watts,
apprentice gardener, was awarded two first
prizes for his vegetables (shown receiving his
prizes from Andrew Scattergood, Chief
Executive of The Royal Parks), Jean Smith,
membership secretary, won “Best Preserve”
for her chutney and Claire Ivison, newsletter
editor, won the “Victoria Sponge” class.

Summer Party

All photographs by Colin Keates

At the Pheasantry Café on 15 July more than 100 Friends enjoyed a members’ evening with music from Chris Hooker,
pictorial quizzes, and wonderful food provided by Tania and her Colicci team.

Deer Walk
More than 50 people gathered in the Diana car park on 3
September to learn about the deer in Bushy Park. Our
guide was John Lock who has a life-long interest in animal
behaviour and has studied the deer herds in our three local
parks over many years. It was a bright, busy Saturday and
at each of our five stopping points, over the course of
almost two hours, we were near, but not too close, to a
different group of deer.
At every stop, with the aid of maps, photographs and
antlers, John explained various aspects of the life cycles of
the 300-plus deer who live in the park. It was particularly
interesting to hear details of the growth, use and eventual
shedding of the antlers.
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News from Bushy Park

News from Home Park

 In July it was announced that Loyd Grossman CBE will
be the Chairman of the new charity being set up to
manage and fundraise for The Royal Parks.

 The Environment Agency and Historic Royal Palaces
are collaborating on a project to introduce 500 crusian
carp into the Dew Pond. Crusian carp are a nationally
endangered species due to past water pollution and
hybridisation with non-native fish.

 Turfsoil, the contractor maintaining Bushy Park, has
been taken over by Gavin Jones, a company based in
Surrey which designs, builds and maintains private
and commercial landscapes nationally.

 Historic Royal Palaces commissioned Matthew Wall, a
local zoology student, to take photographs of wildlife in
Home Park. Go to http://images.hrp.org.uk and click
on ‘September’s new images’.

© Historic Royal Palaces. Photograph: Matthew Wall

 Two new pedestrian bridges have been installed near
the Model Boat Pond to replace the former wooden
structures.
 A new metal palisade fence has been erected on the
boundary to the east side of Hampton Hill allotments
to keep the deer in the park.
 Repairs have recently been carried out to the section
of boundary wall that collapsed at the rear of
Sainsbury’s car park at Hampton Hill New Gate.

Visit our new Facebook page
We have set up a Facebook page where you can view
information about events in the parks. Facebook users
are welcome to post comments and photographs. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/

Old news
Issues of pay and hours of work were of concern 110
years ago, as can be seen in this letter recently found at
The National Archives. It was sent by Henry Fenn and
James Johns, Park Keepers at Bushy Park, to Major
Hussey, Bailiff of the Royal Parks, on 22 November 1906.
Sir, In reference to Office of Works memo of 28 th inst we
the undermentioned Park Keepers doing duty at
Teddington and Hampton Court Gates, Bushy Park,
respectfully beg that you would use your position of Bailiff
Royal Parks to have us placed on the same rate of pay as
the Park Keeper recently appointed to the Star and Garter
Gate, Richmond Park, viz 25 shillings per week. We further
beg to state that we are on duty 14 hours per diem all the
year round which, we believe, is longer than any other Park
Keeper in the Royal Parks. H. Fenn, J.G. Johns

Trees in the parks
The arboricultural staff from both parks were busy over the summer months dealing with various tree failures.

Colin Keates

In July a large limb broke off a
mature horse chestnut tree near
Teddington Cricket Club.

Ray Brodie

During a storm in late June an oak
tree near Hampton Hill New Gate
was struck by lightning.
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In Home Park a dead willow
collapsed at the side of Hampton
Wick Pond in late July.
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Bushy Park Information Point news
Following a successful summer of selling honey, it is
now time to think of winter stock. Our 2017
calendars, containing wonderful images of the parks,
are available to purchase at the Bushy Park
Information Point from 11 am to 3 pm on Saturday
and Sunday. They cost £5.50 each and will also be
on sale at forthcoming talks. A new selection of
Christmas cards has been produced too.

From the Membership Secretary
We are almost at renewal time for the 2017 membership year which
runs from 1 January. You are welcome to renew your membership
before January if you wish - a renewal form for 2017 (coloured blue) is
included with this newsletter. Subscription fees are unchanged again
this year; £6 for individuals (£4 for concessions) and £8 for couples/
families (£5 for concessions). If you wish to renew by sending in a form,
please provide a stamped addressed envelope for return of your
membership card to keep our administrative costs to a minimum. I will
send out new membership cards to those members who already pay
their subscriptions by standing order before the end of the year so you
need take no action and please ignore the renewal form.
As announced in the last Newsletter, this will be my last membership
renewal process after ten years as Membership Secretary. The call for
expressions of interest in the last Newsletter was very successful and
we are hopeful that I will have a successor to hand over to in March next
year. Thank you for your continuing support to the Friends and, as ever,
to those members who are kind enough to include donations with their
renewal subscriptions.
Jean Smith

Friends’ support for the parks
Over the last few months, we
have
agreed
with
Chris
Nickerson, Head Gardener, to
fund some more planting of
azaleas close to Fisher’s Pond
in the Waterhouse Woodland
Garden. We have received a
specific donation from a member
which will pay for part of this, for
which we are most grateful. We were also pleased to fund a new
commercial two-tier potting bench for Bushy Park’s nursery which will
further assist their self-sufficiency in plant supply.
Our efforts continue to procure the manufacture of hoods for the stoups
on the Water Gardens cascade, in accordance with the original design.
After a false start we are hopeful that a new manufacturer, recently
approached, will come up trumps. Watch this space!
Looking forward, we are liaising with both Home Park and Bushy Park
managements to draw up a list of suitable projects where we might be
able to assist with funding and we hope this will come to fruition very
shortly.
Barry Purdon, Appeals Coordinator
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https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/
Electronic newsletter
We would encourage as many Friends as
possible to sign up to receive the
quarterly newsletter electronically. Please
email your request to
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
If you have any comments about this
newsletter or information you would like
to share with us you can email
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Published by:
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks
Charity registration number 1137203

