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From the Chair

Dates for your diary

I am constantly delighted by encounters with visitors when
performing my shifts at the Information Point. There was the lady
who claimed proudly that she had been conceived in Bushy Park.
Her father had been a USAF airman stationed in Camp Griffiss
during WWII and her mother had been a local girl from
Teddington. There was the 6-year-old boy Louis (pronounced the
French way, he explained) who told me about deer habits and the
identification of invertebrates and birds he had spotted in the
park. Watch out, Chris Packham! Louis (silent “s”) is on your tail.
Of course, the children who visit our nature tables find our
exhibits of antlers, birds’ nests and giant pine cones fascinating.
But most of all they pick up the mysterious, grey, heavy, smooth,
cone-shaped items from the table. When asked “what’s this?” I
ask them if they think it is either a dinosaur tooth, or a baby
volcano or a fossilised horn from a strange creature? Eventually
after some puzzling by them, I explain it is merely a concrete
paperweight to stop our leaflets blowing away.

Saturday 14 October 2017
CHILDREN’S NATURE TRAIL
See poster below for details

I was honoured to be
introduced to HRH the
Prince of Wales at the
official launch of The
Royal Parks charity, of
which he has agreed to
be Patron, in July. He
asked me why I had
become involved in the
Friends. I answered that
having retired several
years ago I was able to
give something back for
the over 40 years my
family and I had enjoyed
The Royal Parks
and loved Bushy Park. It
was only afterwards that I thought “How insensitive of me. He is
never able to retire!” Oh well, bang goes the knighthood.

Thursday 26 October 2017
INTRODUCTION TO THE WONDERS OF FUNGI
Talk by Brian Spooner
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm
Saturday 4 November 2017
WORKING SESSION IN THE WOODLAND
GARDENS
Meet 11.00 am
Pheasantry Information Point, Bushy Park
Equipment provided but please bring gardening
gloves and suitable footwear. Access to the site
will involve crossing a ditch.
Thursday 23 November 2017
THE ROYAL PARKS IN THE GREAT WAR
Talk by David Ivison
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm
Friday 24 November 2017
HAMPTON HILL PARADE
Saturday 16 December 2017
CAROL SINGING WITH ‘THE QUIRE’
Pheasantry Café, Bushy Park, 12.30 to 2.00 pm

Colin Muid

2018 calendar
The Friends’ 2018 calendar is now
available to purchase for £6.50 from the
Bushy Park Information Point (open
weekends 11 am to 3 pm), evening talks
and other FBHP events. The selection
panel had a hard task this year
choosing from the many images
submitted for the calendar. The result is
a stunning collection of photographs
from both parks.
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Panorama of the Thames talk
Jill Sanders and John Inglis used a powerful combination of words, images, music and
film to explain and display their project. They have produced a book showing both
banks of the Thames between Richmond and Westminster in Georgian times, based
on their painstaking restoration of a panorama published in 1829 by Samuel Leigh.
Each page is annotated with fascinating historical information.
The next stage of the project, which is funded by individuals and local community
groups, is to create panorama photographs of the current view to enable comparison
with the 1829 images. For further details see: www.panoramaofthethames.com

Summer party
At this year’s Summer Party, on 14 July, the weather was good enough to allow the option of sitting inside or out at the
Pheasantry Café to enjoy the delicious buffet prepared by Colicci and the company of other Friends. There was music
from Chris Hooker and a challenging quiz to answer.

Home Park walk
Saturday 2 September saw a bright sunny morning and 45 people turn up
at Lion Gate, Hampton Court Palace for a walk around Home Park.
Nicholas Garbutt, Tree and Wildlife Conservation Manager for Historic
Royal Palaces led us on the two hour, five mile, circumnavigation of the
boundary of the park starting in the corner nearest the Palace Gardens
where, through the park railings, we could see the Concours d’Elegance
gathering of classic and vintage motor vehicles, one of the events to
finance the upkeep of the historic royal palaces. Turning our backs on this
display of man-made mechanical beauty, we followed Nicholas as he Gordon Dickinson
showed us instead the man-made and natural beauty of the park. We saw the effects on the chestnut trees of the moth
which causes an early autumn die-back of the leaves and shortens the period in which the trees can enjoy
photosynthesis. We moved on past the Ice House, which had recently been broken into by vandals. An example of early
autumn die-back of behaviour that shortens our tempers. We reached an area fenced off from public access in which
can be seen, through the trees, the barn owl manor donated by the Friends. There have been some sightings of barn
owls in the park but it is not known if one has taken up residence in the manor yet.
Nicholas described how the Zoological Society of London had recently conducted a survey
in Home Park and Bushy Park of animal activity at night using infrared cameras, primarily to
measure the hedgehog population, if any, in the parks. The result of the survey is not yet
known. We passed the model boating pond on which there was a sailing regatta of
magnificent model yachts and arrived at an area of the park where the rare purple autumn
squill (scilla autumnalis) was seen. We had to be careful not to tread on it, such was the
interest among the group. We exited from the park and returned to the palace along Barge
Walk, seeing a flotilla of veteran Dunkirk small boats proceeding down the river proudly
displaying their flags and the medals on the chests of their illustrious passengers. Finally,
on returning to the west front of the palace, Nicholas took a few keen walkers into the
garden to see the stump of the robinia tree which had been felled this summer because it
was dangerously weakened by disease. To sum up - a superb walk with a superb guide; an
example of early autumn exercised delight.
Colin Muid
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Long Water planting

Historic Royal Palaces wanted to increase the biodiversity of the Long Water Canal in Home Park by the installation of
more rafts and cages holding a variety of aquatic plants. The Friends contributed towards the purchase of the plants. On
7 September a group from Santander Bank, taking part in a corporate activity day, helped estates staff with the planting.

The Water Gardens

Colin Muid

The final piece of restoration of The Water
Gardens in Bushy Park took place on
Wednesday 26 July. This was the installation
of hoods over the stoup basins. The hoods are
depicted in the view of the cascade around
1715 by Marco Ricci, a painting kept in The
Royal Collection. It has taken several years to
identify a manufacturer capable of reproducing
the hoods with a material suitable for the site.
Pieter Morpurgo, FBHP President, has
persevered with this task for which the trustees
and park managers are tremendously grateful.

The day itself was a very wet one. Those present to ensure that it all went well were Pieter Morpurgo and Owen Jones
(both former Chairs of the Friends), Ray Brodie, the Bushy Park Manager and his assistant manager Bill Swan, Colin
Muid, and Henry Vereker and Tony Hyde of Capital Garden Products from East Sussex (the manufacturers/fitters). This
is a splendid example of how the Friends’ support to the parks is carried through, spending your donations wisely and
ensuring the heritage of the parks for future generations .
Colin Muid

Mission: Invertebrate

Litter pick

Annie Murray

When the Mission: Invertebrate giant snail caravan came to Bushy Park in
August it drew many families to take part in creative crafting, bug trails and
story telling. The Royal Parks are holding further days of activities in
Brompton Cemetery and Hyde Park in October. See https://
www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/mission-invertebrate/get-involved/
family-programme

On August bank holiday Saturday the
Friends, with help from the Teddington
Society and Hampton Hill litter pickers,
organised a litter pick in Bushy Park.
Teams set off from Hampton Hill New
Gate, the Information Point and Diana car
park to cover areas of the park not
normally reached by staff.

www.fbhp.org.uk

Page 4

Autumn 2017

From the Membership Secretary
Autumn has arrived, and here we are distributing the last newsletter of
the year. With it you will find your invitation to renew your membership
for next year. It may seem early to invite you to renew, but I'm sure you'll
appreciate our savings in postage costs by enclosing it with the
newsletter. We do hope you have enjoyed our walks and talks so far this
year, and will wish to continue your membership. Your support is very
much appreciated.
Why not bring along your completed renewal form to one of the
remaining talks this year? Not only will it save you postage costs, but
you will receive your new membership card for 2018 as soon as it
becomes available. Then you will have a preview of the interesting
walks and talks we have organised for you next year and dates to put in
your diary. And don't forget how we can benefit by 25%, at no cost to
you, if you complete a Gift Aid Declaration. We look forward to
welcoming you back next year.
Pat Dickinson

Bushy Park in World War 1
In
the
House
of © Topical Press Agency / Hulton Archive / Getty Images
Commons
on
19
December 1916, David
Lloyd George, the Prime
Minister, made a very
grave statement to the
effect
that
“every
available square yard
must be made to produce
food”. At that time, the
government thought it
Ploughing in Richmond Park 1917
was advisable to give a
good example to other landowners to turn grasslands over to crop
growing. His Majesty’s Office of Works immediately took steps to
consult the best agricultural expert available as to the advisability of
ploughing up areas of the Royal Parks. The expert selected portions of
both Bushy and Richmond Parks, and distinctly advised that they were
both suitable for cultivation and, in March 1917, 79 acres of land at
Bushy Park were sown with oats. Unfortunately for Mr James Prewett, a
dairy farmer of 55 High Street, Hampton Hill, his licence dated 31
August 1916 for “the exclusive right of depasturing cattle upon and over
about fifty-six acres of grass land in Bushy Park” was cancelled by
agreement on 22 March 1917, presumably to make way for this
cultivation. In September, the crop was gathered in and Septimus
Pullman, the Park Superintendent, confirmed that the cropping rate from
Richmond Park had been “disappointing, but at Bushy Park it had been
splendid, and expected to yield a profit after payment of the heavy initial
expense”. The areas were again put to use in the autumn of 1917 and
the spring of 1918 when 27 acres were put to wheat, 30 acres to oats,
seven acres to beans and five acres to potatoes.
Also during 1917, new areas of allotments were introduced into Bushy
Park to supplement the existing one at Hampton Hill. Each of these
areas was leased by The Royal Parks to the local council who then
rented them on to the local population. At the end of the war there were
27 ¼ acres of allotments in Bushy Park.
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We would encourage as many Friends as
possible to sign up to receive the quarterly
newsletter electronically. Please email your
request to newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
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share with us you can email
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