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Dates for your diary

“A walk in the park” is what people sometimes say when
something turns out to be easy. Clearly, they have not
experienced the seething frustration that occurs when spotting
dogs off leads among the skylark nesting area and tourists
photographing rutting deer at a distance of a few metres. It might
be easy to tell them about the risks to themselves and the wildlife,
but not if they take unkindly to being told. So, not a “walk in the
park” for the observer of such behaviour, more likely boiling blood
pressure.

Thursday 25 October 2018
FRIENDS TO NATURE - THE WONDER OF
BEES
Talk by Kate Canning
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm

Our Information Point volunteers give good advice to those
visitors who stop by, and we do so in the ‘Tread Lightly’ leaflet
which we produce. From next Easter visitors will also encounter
voluntary rangers which The Royal Parks are going to try out in
2019 in Bushy and Richmond Parks. More of that later in this
newsletter. Another innovation in 2019 will be a new Information
Point for the Friends to operate. More of that follows, too.

Saturday 3 November 2018
WORKING SESSION IN THE WOODLAND
GARDENS
Meet 11.00 am
Pheasantry Information Point, Bushy Park
Equipment provided but please bring gardening
gloves and suitable footwear
Thursday 22 November 2018
BUSHY PARK AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
IN OLD PHOTOGRAPHS
Talk by John Sheaf
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm
Friday 30 November 2018
HAMPTON HILL PARADE

Generous donation received
Once again, my time on duty at the Information Point has been
entertaining. One boy described the plumage of several birds to
me as if he was a young Bill Oddie. Another young visitor
described an altercation in the sky between a sparrowhawk, or
possibly a kestrel, or maybe a hobby, or perhaps a buzzard and
something else unspecified; the uncertainty about which birds
were involved grew as I listened, but I was under no illusion that
the aerial Battle of Bushy Park left a great impression on the
child. Two little girls defended their stroking of fallow deer despite
my pointing out the risks to them and the deer; I only won them
over when I said that the deer would be taken away and never
again see their friends in the herd. I hope their parents listened,
too.
Did you know that litter collection and disposal is one of the
costliest parts of Bushy Park’s budget? It has been suggested
that members might like to “adopt an area” of the park and pick
up litter on a frequent basis. If any of you think that you will, let
me know and we will organise it. Could be it turns out to be a walk
in the park.

Teddington
in Flower is
an annual
event
where
residents
open their
gardens
and visitors
pay a small
fee
to
Pieter Morpurgo
enter. The
money raised is donated to local charities. This
year the Friends were very pleased to receive a
cheque for £1,250. Sheena Harold, Chairman of
the Teddington Society, is pictured at the
Information Point giving the cheque to Colin Muid.
The money will be used for a scheme to improve
the approach to the Pheasantry, Woodland
Gardens and our new Information Point, inspired
by the Derek Jarman garden near Dungeness.

Colin Muid
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Travels with ‘The Sky at Night’ talk
We are used to seeing Friends’ President, Pieter
Morpurgo, introducing the speaker at our Thursday
evening talks, but in June he gave the presentation. Pieter
worked for the BBC and, among other jobs, for 20 years he
directed ‘The Sky at Night’. Early programmes usually
consisted of Patrick Moore in a studio in London talking
about astronomy, but later ones involved Pieter, Patrick
and a small team visiting observatories around the world.
Pieter related some of their experiences while travelling
and filming in the 1980s and 1990s.
Many of the telescopes they filmed were in the USA, but
they also went to South America, Australia and South
Pieter Morpurgo
Africa, sometimes in extreme weather conditions. We
heard about a visit to a solar telescope when the sun did not shine, filming from a helicopter and driving up steep,
winding roads to observatories which are often located on high, isolated peaks. Patrick Moore was always recognised
on location and the team received warm welcomes around the globe. They met many interesting people, including
Eugene Cernan, the last man to stand on the moon. Pieter concluded by saying that producing ‘The Sky at Night’
programmes had been “better than working for a living”!

Summer events
This summer the Friends were invited to take part in events organised by local
societies in the surrounding area. We had stalls at the Hampton Wick Big
Picnic held at the King’s Field, Bushy Park, on 10 June and at Teddington
Village Fair in Udney Hall Gardens on 24 June. Volunteers Jane Cliff and
Jean Smith are shown (right) at the Teddington event. Attending these events
gives us the opportunity to meet residents, explain what the Friends do and
encourage people to join. We were also selling Friends’ leaflets, maps and
cards to raise money for park projects.

Annie Murray

Molesey riverside and Hurst Park walk
On a sunny Saturday morning in early September Garrick’s
Ait resident Jill Sanders led more than 40 Friends on a walk
by the River Thames and through the surrounding parkland
in Molesey. Along the way she described some of the
people who have lived in the area and the various changes
of land use which have occurred.
The use of Platt’s Eyot has been mainly industrial with
boats being built, first by Immisch and during both world
wars by Thorneycroft. Some marine repairs are still carried
out, but many of the buildings are in a poor state of repair.
On the Hampton bank there are several boatyards and
slipways used by leisure boats as well as the ferry which has been running for 500 years. The water works are still
operated by Thames Water and other buildings are being developed for science research. Across the river we could see
the luxurious houseboat ‘Astoria’, built in 1911 for Fred Karno of Tagg’s Island and now owned by David Gilmour of Pink
Floyd. The Temple to Shakespeare and villa built by David Garrick in the 1750s also provide a beautiful vista
Hurst Park and meadows, originally known as Moulsey Hurst, were common land used for grazing. It was also the scene
of many sporting events, including horse racing from 1890 to 1962. Since the closure of the race course, the land has
been owned by Surrey County Council and managed by Elmbridge Council as a flood risk area. The meadow is cut
once a year and this is improving the ecology and biodiversity. The towpath is a public right of way and the river edge is
managed by the Environment Agency.
For people used to seeing the Molesey riverside from Bushy Park and the A308, the walk gave an interesting insight into
life on the Surrey side. For further information see: www.friendsofhurstpark.org.uk
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Rangers for Bushy Park
The Royal Parks (TRP) have decided to implement a trial of rangers in Bushy Park and Richmond Park, commencing at
Easter 2019. This is a welcome development. The formal statement from TRP is as follows:
“Starting in Richmond and Bushy Parks, and to be followed by Greenwich Park, we will initiate and develop a Volunteer
Community Ranger Service, to give extra capability especially at busy times including weekends. Learning from the
experiences of existing volunteers, stakeholders and Friends groups we will create a training programme and recruit
interested volunteers. This approach mirrors that delivered in some National Parks and we wish to match their success.
We understand that this is a medium-term project and not to be rushed as we want to get it right for the park, visitor and
the volunteer. We will review and evaluate as the trial goes along.”
The trial is funded for three years until 2021. The scheme has arisen from discussions between TRP and the Friends’
groups in Bushy and Richmond Parks on ways to deal with the pressures from increased numbers of visitors to the
parks and the consequences of reduced Police resources. We have advocated a ranger-type approach as a possible
means of improving poor behaviour and reducing harming impact by visitors.
Rangers will be volunteers who are selected for their ability to non-confrontationally educate and inform visitors about
the parks and the nature in them. The rangers will not have powers to prosecute breaches of regulations, but they will
be able to draw police attention to incidents which require such powers.
Rangers will be recruited by TRP, not the Friends. It is expected recruiting will begin later this autumn and training will
start in the new year. Initially only around half a dozen rangers will be recruited for Bushy Park and a similar number for
Richmond Park. They are expected to operate from Easter onwards and precise deployments will depend on
operational management from TRP during the trial. The Friends hope to be involved in the training and support to the
rangers, not least because our Information Point volunteers and the rangers should have consistent messages for
visitors. We anticipate a close working relationship.
If you are interested in becoming a ranger you can let us know, chair@fbhp.org.uk , or keep an eye on TRP’s website
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/ and our own website for further details, in due course.
Colin Muid

Information Point news
• The Information Point at the Pheasantry in Bushy Park is open from 11.00
am to 3.00 pm on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays. Our volunteers
offer help and advice to visitors as well as selling cards, badges, maps and
booklets.
• One of the most popular items for sale is the honey produced by bees living
in Bushy Park. September is the time for the annual honey extraction, but
this year’s harvest is likely to be smaller than usual due to the cold, late
spring.
• Following the call for photographs in our last edition, our judges were
pleased with the number and quality of entries received. The 2019 calendar
is now on sale for £6.50 at the Information Point and also at evening talks.
• As Colin Muid mentioned on page 1, the Royal Parks have submitted
detailed plans to Richmond upon Thames Council to improve the size and
layout of the Information Point as part of a general refurbishment of the
Pheasantry Café’s food preparation area. These plans can be viewed at
http://www2.richmond.gov.uk/PlanData2//Planning_CaseNo.aspx?
strCASENO=18/2731/FUL A decision is due on 17 October 2018. If
approval is received, and the project cost remains within budget, the work
could start in spring 2019.

Elizabeth Thomas
We were sorry to hear of the death in August of Elizabeth Thomas. She was a long-standing member of the
Friends and served on the committee for many years from 1998. Elizabeth will be remembered for her
enthusiastic and efficient organisation of social events, including summer parties.
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Summer evening at the Pheasantry

Where are the stepping stones?
During the 1960s we lived on
Blackmores Grove and used to
take our three children, Julie,
Marina and Sophie, to Bushy Park
for a walk on most Sundays. Their
favourite spot was the stepping
stones in the Woodland Gardens,
which were a pleasure and an
entertainment for many children.
The stones are now nowhere to
be seen. Does anyone know if
they are still there - perhaps
covered up - or exactly where they
Sophie, aged 5, on the
were? Our girls say the stones
stepping stones photocrossed mainly boggy ground. If graphed by Julie using her
they could be replaced, present day new 10th birthday camera
children could also enjoy the chance to have a bit of fun.
Jeanne & Tony Gask
Do you have any information on the whereabouts of the
stepping stones? If you do please contact
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk

The role of Bushy Park in D-Day
From 1942 to 1944 the US 8th Air Force occupied temporary buildings between
Chestnut Avenue, the Sandy Lane boundary and Cobbler’s Walk in Bushy Park. For
three months in the spring of 1944 the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary
Force (SHAEF) were based in these buildings. General Dwight D Eisenhower and his
staff planned the invasion of Europe which led to the D-Day landings in France on 6
June 1944.
In 1994, to mark the 50th anniversary, a series of memorials were unveiled (see below
right). The SHAEF monument and flagpole mark the site of General Eisenhower’s office,
and 16 heritage plaques, in the shape of open books, show the positions of the corners
of the four main blocks of the buildings. A new gate (SHAEF Gate) was also put into the
perimeter wall to mark the site of the entrance to the camp. The Friends have recently
arranged for a new flagpole (right) to replace the original which had become unsafe.

Colin Muid

We plan to mark the 75th anniversary of D-Day next year and would be interested to hear if any Friends have memories
of that time in the park. The photograph (below left), from The National Archives, shows the camp in the mid-1960s prior
to demolition. If this triggers any memories and you would like to share your stories please contact us at
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk

Crown Copyright

Mike Fitt
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News from Home Park

News from Bushy Park

•
The Gardens and
Estates team at Historic
Royal
Palaces
has
recently been working
with
the
Zoological
Society of London (ZSL)
on a wildlife camera
survey of Home Park. The
main focus was to look for
evidence of hedgehogs,
but all other wildlife
sightings
have
been
documented. Any images Nicholas Garbutt
of people inadvertently
captured were deleted. One hundred and fifty locations
within the park had a remote movement-activated wildlife
camera installed. Using 75 cameras these were deployed
twice and included the camera donated by the Friends of
Bushy and Home Parks last year. The survey lasted a
period of four weeks and the task of looking through the
images will be undertaken by ZSL later this year. We will
report on the findings early next year.
Nicholas Garbutt

The Royal Parks

•
Over the summer the Mission Invertebrate bug
mobile travelled to all the Royal Parks. When it parked
near the playground in Bushy Park on 14 August it was
visited by 700 people who enjoyed interactive storytelling,
bug hunting, badge making and paper potting pollinatorfriendly plants to take home.
Another aspect of the Mission Invertebrate lottery-funded
programme taking place in Bushy Park has been a yellow
meadow ant survey. In August volunteers measured ant
hills to determine their volume, and learnt about the ants
and their grassland habitat.
•
The
police
box at Teddington
Gate has recently
had the shingle
roof tiles replaced.

•
The ‘Battlefields to Butterflies’ show garden created
at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show in July to
commemorate the 24 Royal Parks and Palaces gardeners
and park keepers who lost their lives in World War 1 was
visited by thousands of people. They entered into a dugout, walked through a trench and continued into a
wildflower meadow before finishing at a memorial stone
surrounded by poppies. The ground has now been
returned to parkland.
•
We welcome Nicola Andrews who took up the post
of Palaces Group Director in August. This post was
formerly held by Paul Gray. Nicola has moved from The
National Trust. She is responsible for visitor services, the
management and maintenance of the palaces and their
grounds and estates, and also functions and events.

•
This
year
Bushy Park was
one of four Royal
Parks to be judged
under the Green
Flag
Award
Scheme,
the
international standard for parks and green spaces.
Congratulations go to Ray Brodie and his team for
achieving scores in the highest banding.
•
On 4 August three England rugby union
internationals took time out from their training weekend at
The Lensbury in Teddington to coach young members of
Teddington Rugby Club in the park. The coaching session
by
Piers
Francis, Sam
Underhill and
Harry Williams
was sponsored
by NatWest as
part of their
RugbyForce
programme.
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From the Membership Secretary

2018 - 2019 Committee

Here we are distributing the autumn newsletter and with it, as usual,
comes your annual invitation to continue your membership by filling in
the enclosed renewal form for 2019. We very much appreciate your
continued support in our efforts to protect and conserve our lovely
parklands for all to enjoy, and we will be so pleased to welcome you
again at our events in 2019.

President
Pieter Morpurgo
020 8977 3416
pieter.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk

Of course, if you already pay your subscription by standing order there's
no need to return the form at all, unless to inform us of any change to
your contact details. You may also like to use it to send a donation! Your
membership card will be posted to you as soon as it's available,
normally during November, and then you will have an early peek at our
Programme of Events for next year.
Almost two thirds of our membership already pay by standing order and
we would like to encourage this method of payment for its reduced
administrative work. If you wish to set up a new standing order, this is
easy to do by completing the detachable lower part of the form and
sending it direct to your bank.
Annual subscriptions are due on 3 January. If you wish to pay your
subscription by cheque, or decide to set up a new standing order,
please complete the renewal form and return it to me with your
subscription (where applicable) and a stamped addressed envelope (for
your membership card) as soon as convenient. Early return of the form
will ensure it is not mislaid or forgotten, and that you will receive your
2019 membership card as soon as they are available.
You will see that the renewal form now includes a reference to our
published Data Privacy Notice. This is in response to the new General
Data Protection Regulations legislation designed to reinforce your rights
over your personal data. We continue to take the protection of your
personal data very seriously; we only use it for the administration of
FBHP and never share it with any other party. Our personal data privacy
policy is in line with GDPR and can be found on our website at About
Us/Formal Documents/FBHP Policies/Personal Data Privacy Policy
Notice.
Pat Dickinson

Chair
Colin Muid
chair@fbhp.org.uk
Vice-Chair
Barry Purdon
Treasurer
John Elrick
john.elrick@fbhp.org.uk
Membership Secretary
Pat Dickinson
112 Fairfax Road
Teddington
TW11 9BX
membership@fbhp.org.uk
Volunteer Coordinator
Rosemary MacColl
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk
Walks and Talks
Jane Cliff
020 8287 4609
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk
Newsletter Production
and Distribution
Claire Ivison
David Ivison
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Other members of the committee
Iris Hawkes
Owen Jones
Annie Murray
Jean Smith

Seeking a new treasurer
We are still looking for a treasurer to take over from March 2019. The
role will involve:
• Banking of receipts and payment of bills and expenses.
• Maintenance of the detailed financial records in spreadsheet form.
• Preparation of the annual accounts for audit and presentation to the
AGM.
• Reporting to and communicating with the other trustees, the auditor,
the Charities Commission and HMRC.
Attending FBHP committee meetings as treasurer and as a trustee, and
providing regular financial reports to the committee.
If anyone is interested please contact John Elrick, who is happy to
provide more information. John can be contacted on 020 8979 7512 or
jandaelrick@btinternet.com

www.fbhp.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/
Electronic newsletter
We would encourage as many Friends as
possible to sign up to receive the quarterly
newsletter electronically. Please email your
request to newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
If you have any comments about this
newsletter or information you would like to
share with us you can email
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Published by:
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks
Charity registration number 1137203

