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From the Chair  

There is a Chinese proverb which states “Spring is sooner 

recognised by plants than by men”. Visiting our parks or 

wandering in our own garden we recognise the truth of that 

proverb on those days when we huddle against the sharp wind or 

we stare up at a dark cloudy sky and hope we will get warmth 

some day soon because it is now spring. So often we see the 

green shoots before we see and feel the sun. The vernal equinox 

is when days and nights are of equal length. The length of 

daylight has a growth effect on natural things like plants, trees, 

deer antlers and even young children, who wake up at a crack of 

dawn even earlier once the clocks go forward. For some of us 

that means we get into the parks earlier, with or without dogs or 

young children, and if we are lucky we see the sun rising and 

have the scents of new blossom and scenes of fresh growth to 

stir our spirits. Aren’t we lucky to have these spaces on our 

doorstep? 

The Friends are delighted to have helped Home Park acquire and 

install a Barn Owl Manor. This came from donations by visitors at 

the Information Point and is a significant addition to the wildlife 

conservation plan in Home Park. While I was hoping to see a re-

enactment of the Amish barn-raising scene from the Harrison 

Ford movie “Witness” accompanied by stirring music, what 

actually happened is captured elsewhere in this newsletter by 

David and Claire Ivison during a long, cold February day they 

spent with the crew from The Barn Owl Centre and HRP staff. 

Meanwhile, Friends of Richmond Park have produced a film 

about that park presented by their patron Sir David Attenborough 

which will be premiered in April. No, I am not envious.  

Colin Muid 

www.fbhp.org.uk 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 27 April 2017 

BIRDS OF PREY 

Talk by Alan Greenhalgh  

St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington, 

commencing at 8.00 pm  

Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm  

Sunday 14 May 2017 

CHESTNUT SUNDAY  

Parade starts at 12.30 pm  

from Teddington Gate, Bushy Park 

Saturday 20 May 2017 

EARLY EVENING WALK IN THE WOODLAND 

GARDENS 

Meet 6.00 pm 

Pheasantry Welcome Centre, Bushy Park 

Thursday 22 June 2017 

PANORAMA OF THE THAMES PROJECT 

Talk by Jill Sanders  

St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington, 

commencing at 8.00 pm  

Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm  

Friday 14 July 2017 

SUMMER PARTY 

Pheasantry Café, Woodland Gardens, Bushy Park 

(See enclosed invitation - for FBHP members only)   

Yet another Bushy Park 

Following our features on 

other Bushy Parks in New 

Zealand and Dublin, Judy 

Morrall has written to tell 

us about one in Barbados 

- although it does not look 

as green and peaceful as 

the others!  

We look forward to 

hearing if there are any 

more Bushy Parks in the 

world. 

Website refurbishment 

Since the last newsletter the Friends’ website has undergone a thorough refurbishment. 

Colin Muid together with Mark Buckley, our web provider, have reviewed and updated the 

content and layout to ensure that it is relevant and interesting for readers. 

The web address remains the same (see below). If you have any comments or wish to 

provide any information for possible inclusion please send them to chair@fbhp.org.uk 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
mailto:chair@fbhp.org.uk
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Eighty Years of Squire’s Garden Centres talk 

In our first talk of the year Colin Squire gave an entertaining and 

informative account to a full hall of the business started by his 

father, David, in 1936 which is now run by his daughter, Sarah, 

and has more than 700 staff. After various gardening jobs, David 

joined the Metropolitan Police Orphanage in Twickenham in 

1928 as a groundsman on a salary of £3 per week. When he 

was made redundant a few years later he decided to become a 

freelance gardener and rented a nursery in Sunbury. 

After World War II there was plenty of work on war-damaged 

gardens and hard-landscaping for new buildings. In 1963 

Squire’s opened their first garden centre in Twickenham as they 

realised that selling container-grown plants all year round to the 

car-owning population would be more profitable than gardening. The company now has 15 retail outlets in west London, 

Surrey, Berkshire and Sussex, and regularly wins awards from the Garden Centre Association. 

Squire’s aim to meet the challenges from supermarkets and other garden centres by working with local communities and 
charities. They offer advice and inspiration at their shops as well as through their show gardens at Chelsea and 
Hampton Court flower shows. 

Normansfield visit 

For some of the 33 Friends who gathered at Normansfield in Teddington on 18 February it was the first time they had 

been inside a building they had walked or driven past on many occasions. Our excellent guide was Ian Jones-Healey, 

archivist at the Down’s Syndrome Association (DSA). 

Dr John Langdon Down, after whom the syndrome was named, was 

a medical doctor and reformer who revolutionised care for people 

with learning disabilities. Having been medical superintendent of the 

Royal Earlswood Asylum in Surrey for 10 years, in 1868 Langdon 

Down bought the White House in Teddington and employed the 

architect Rowland Plumbe to design extensions and add workshops 

to create Normansfield. The number of residents rose from 19 in 

1868 to more than 200 in 1900, making use of the 42-acre site which 

included a farm, sports fields, walking routes and a boat house. After 

the death of John Langdon Down in 1896 the institution was run by 

his two sons, then by a grandson. From 1951 until its closure in 

1997 it was an NHS facility. After some years of decline, the 

buildings were renovated from 2011 to 2015 to create apartments 

and some sheltered housing, while part of the main building contains the head office of DSA and the restored theatre. 

Following an introductory talk, we went into the Grade II* listed theatre, to view the beautifully-painted panels and 

scenery. Dr Langdon Down and his family used the theatre as a communal space for church services, as well as for 

drama productions in which both staff and residents were encouraged to take part. The rare Victorian scenery has been 

conserved, photographed and catalogued, and the theatre is regularly used for concerts, exhibitions and filming. After 

time to view the exhibits in the museum, the final part of our tour was a short walk around the grounds. For further 

information see: www.langdondowncentre.org.uk 

New deer for Home Park 

Historic Royal Palaces, working with their veterinary advisor, have introduced four new fallow bucks to the herd in Home 

Park. Veterinary advice was that it is important to bring in new genetic material about every nine or ten years as 

a  supplementation to the genetic footprint of the herd.  Where this is not undertaken there is a risk of inbreeding which 

could lead to a reduced resistance to disease and parasites, poor fertility and poor growth rates. These new 

introductions are from Houghton/Gunton stock herds in Norfolk, originating from Denmark and Petworth Park in Sussex, 

and have no historical connections with Home Park. 

Nicholas Garbutt, Tree & Wildlife Conservation Manager, Historic Royal Palaces 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
http://www.langdondowncentre.org.uk
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News from Home Park 
• To improve the habitat for wildlife, winter 

environmental work has been carried out in the 

paddock area. This included grassland cutting and 

collection to invigorate growth and encourage small 

mammals, cutting of bankside vegetation and clearing 

debris from ditches, planting British native trees and 

thinning of a small copse of trees.  

• Visitors may notice wooden boxes attached to trees 

along several of the avenues in the park. These are 

bat boxes that have been introduced to encourage 

roosting in the area. 

News from Bushy Park 
• Sharon Evans has now taken 

up the post of head gardener 

in the Woodland Gardens. 

She brings a great deal of 

experience, having been a 

Royal Parks apprentice and 

worked for 19 years in 

Richmond Park. 

• Thirteen trees were lost in the 

Woodland Gardens during the 

passing of Storm Doris in 

February. The worst-hit area was Birch Glade with two 

major alders and several birch trees being blown over. 

• The garden staff have been renovating the shrub beds 

to the south of the Pheasantry Café. The size of the 

beds is being reduced and the plants moved or 

repositioned to provide a pleasing seasonal display. 

• “Dogs on leads” notices are to be put up around the 

skylark breading zone to the south east of the park in 

the near future so dog owners can help protect this 

nationally endangered bird by not allowing their pets to 

freely roam in the area.  

Hampton Court Palace: A Year in the Life talk 

When Paul Gray, Palaces Group Director at Historic 

Royal Palaces (HRP), agreed to give a talk prior to this 

year’s annual general meeting he also kindly invited us 

to hold the meeting in the Garden Room at Hampton 

Court. Walking through the Tiltyard area in the dark to 

reach the well-appointed room added to the experience. 

Paul explained that the past year had been one in which 

HRP had focused on the gardens and estate at 

Hampton Court. In spring the Magic Garden, specially 

designed for children, had been opened and proved so 

popular that timed tickets had to be issued in busy periods. The 300th anniversary of the birth of Lancelot ‘Capability’ 

Brown was celebrated with a conference and the exhibition of drawings by John Spyers. Various innovative forms of 

interpretation had been introduced into the gardens. HRP are keen to work with local charities on community projects. 

In 2016 HRP introduced a policy of having only one entrance and exit to Hampton Court, thus stopping free admission to 

the formal gardens in winter. Paul described the commercial and security reasons for the decision but also explained 

that there is free entry to the gardens between 9 and 10 am every day. We then watched a short film, ‘A Year in the Life’, 

in which all members of the gardens and estate team talk about their work. See: http://www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-

palace/visit-us/top-things-to-see-and-do/hampton-court-gardens/#gs.sv6WIg4 

HRP are involved in projects to restore the pagoda at Kew Gardens and to open a new 

garden at the Orangery, Kensington Palace. For the future, negotiations are under way to 

protect the Jolly Boatman site across the Thames next to Hampton Court station, and Paul 

would like to provide more car parking space in an environmentally-friendly way. HRP also 

has responsibility for the Barge Walk and plan to add more interpretation panels. 

During the annual general meeting Colin Muid made presentations to Jean Smith, marking 

her many years of service as Membership Secretary, and to departing committee member 

Colin Keates. 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
http://www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace/visit-us/top-things-to-see-and-do/hampton-court-gardens/#gs.sv6WIg4
http://www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace/visit-us/top-things-to-see-and-do/hampton-court-gardens/#gs.sv6WIg4
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2017 - 2018 Committee  

President 
Pieter Morpurgo 
020 8977 3416 
p.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk 
 
Chair 
Colin Muid 
chair@fbhp.org.uk 
 
Vice-Chair 
Barry Purdon 
 
Treasurer 
John Elrick 
john.elrick@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Membership Secretary 
Pat Dickinson 
112 Fairfax Road 
Teddington 
TW11 9BX 
membership@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Rosemary MacColl 
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Walks and Talks 
Jane Cliff 
020 8287 4609 
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk 
 
Newsletter Production  
and Distribution 
Claire Ivison 
David Ivison 
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk  
 

Other members of the committee 

Iris Hawkes 
Owen Jones 
Annie Murray 
Jean Smith 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/ 

From the Membership Secretary 

The advertisement for a new Membership 

Secretary in the Summer 2016 newsletter 

drew my interest because I had previously 

designed a membership database for a 

similar-sized, small charity. Initially I was 

curious to know how FBHP managed their 

membership records. I was also drawn to 

an organisation that supports a much-

loved park which I have enjoyed with 

family and friends since moving to 

Teddington in 1977; so I hesitantly expressed my interest, wondering 

what might lie ahead. What I have found is a group of enthusiastic, 

friendly and motivated people with the common aim to preserve and 

share the environments of the parks that I appreciate so much. So here 

I am with a will to continue as best I can the work that Jean Smith has 

so successfully managed over many years.  

You will notice that Jean's name is printed on the membership cards for 

2017 and on former application/renewal forms. Be assured that Jean will 

forward to me any correspondence regarding membership issues 

already on its way to her. From now on, please contact me with any 

queries, and send correspondence and completed forms to me at the 

address in the panel to the right. 

Pat Dickinson 

Friends’ support for the parks 

Thanks to the very 

generous contributions 

placed in our green 

donations box by 

visitors to our 

Information Point 

during 2016, we have 

been able to pay for a 

“Barn Owl Manor” 

which, in February, was 

installed in the 

paddocks area in Home Park.  

Even though the parks are a sustainable environment for these 

wonderful birds, there are only a few barn owls in the area, mainly due 

to the lack of suitable buildings in which they can nest.  Following 

consultation between Historic Royal Palaces and the barn owl 

conservation charity “The Barn Owl Centre”, the committee felt that 

supporting this project would be a very worthwhile way to use our 

visitors’ donations this year. 

As you can see, the “Manor” is purpose-built, having been designed by 

The Barn Owl Centre and modified for us with some upgraded features. 

We are told it will prove less attractive to other species such as 

jackdaws, which has been a problem in the past. Although the Manor is 

situated in an area of Home Park not normally open to the public, we 

hope to include it in one of our forthcoming walks.   

Barry Purdon 

Electronic newsletter 

We would encourage as many Friends as 

possible to sign up to receive the quarterly 

newsletter electronically. Please email your 

request to newsletter@fbhp.org.uk 

If you have any comments about this 

newsletter or information you would like to 

share with us you can email 

newsletter@fbhp.org.uk 

Published by:  

The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks 

Charity registration number 1137203 
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