Newsletter
Spring 2019
From the Chair

Dates for your diary

A warm February brought the prospect of spring closer. It fooled
Mother Nature into early flowering. Then March came in like a lion
with an ill wind. Trees in the parks were damaged or destroyed.
The parks were closed due to hazardous conditions. Elsewhere in
the past few months we have seen a report on the dramatic
worldwide loss of insects and the consequences for pollination.
Although trees recover from storm loss, they need the pollinators
to help. So next time we are annoyed by a pesky insect, we
should let it be.

Friday 26 April 2019
OPERATION CENTAUR: WORKING WITH
SHIRE HORSES
Talk by Andreas Liefooghe
Normansfield Theatre, Langdon Down Centre,
Teddington, TW11 9PS
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm
Sunday 12 May 2019
CHESTNUT SUNDAY
Parade starts at 12.30 pm
from Teddington Gate, Bushy Park

By the time this newsletter arrives with you, we should be nearing
completion of, or even opening, the new Information Point.
Should we call it the Visitor Centre? It was referred to as the
Welcome Centre when the Pheasantry Café was first built. Any of
these names are appropriate but I think they each have different
connotations. For a visitor seeking help and information where do
they look? A Welcome Centre sounds to my ears a bit like a
church or community facility. An Information Point sounds like
somewhere you simply ask for directions. A Visitor Centre sounds
like somewhere with more to offer than that. Our appeal for
funding the fitting out of our new space, whatever we call it, has
progressed steadily. We are very grateful to all donors. We think
that you will be impressed by the interior and the facility it offers.
Come and see for yourselves.
Two initiatives in Bushy Park have begun this year. My request in
a past newsletter for volunteer litter pickers produced good
results. Half a dozen volunteers started the scheme and are
reporting that, when out and about, they get asked all sorts of
things about the parks and congratulated on what they are doing.
Keep it up. By the way, the volunteers are noticing frequent
depositing of dog poo bags in trees and on pathways. Clearly
there are a few regular dog walkers who just do not respect the
space they are using to exercise their mutts. The second initiative
started is Volunteer Community Rangers. Recruitment by The
Royal Parks of the first tranche was in January. Training began in
February and by Easter they will have appeared in their bright
orange uniforms. You should see them at weekends in Bushy
Park, initially around Heron Pond and in the Woodland Gardens.
They will report to the Park Manager. Their role is to educate and
advise visitors in ways that should improve care in the park. If you
see them, go and encourage them.
Colin Muid

Friday 24 May 2019
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
Talk by Jamel Guenioui
Normansfield Theatre, Langdon Down Centre,
Teddington, TW11 9PS
commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm
Saturday 8 June 2019
EVENT TO MARK THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF D-DAY
A self-guided walk
From 11.00 am to 3.00 pm
The Eisenhower Memorial, Bushy Park
Saturday 22 June 2019
A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE: BUSHY PARK’S
NATURE RESERVE
Walk led by Pippa Hyde
Meet 11.00 am
The Stockyard, Hampton Court Road, TW12 2EJ
Friday 12 July 2019
A SUMMER EVENING AT THE PHEASANTRY
6.30 to 9.30 pm, Pheasantry Café, Woodland
Gardens, Bushy Park
(See enclosed invitation - for FBHP members only)

Information Point - appeal news
Good news – including estimated Gift Aid, we
have hit the £10,000 mark; so thank you for your
generosity so far. If you have yet to give to our
appeal, please consider doing so and I’m sure we
will achieve our target of £15,000.
Barry Purdon
See the news item on the back page.
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‘Dr John Langdon Down and the History of Normansfield’ talk
On 25 January the first talk of the year was held at our new venue, the
Grade II* listed, Normansfield Theatre. Ian Jones-Healey, the archivist and
curator of the Langdon Down Museum, told us about the history of the
buildings and of Dr John Langdon Down who identified ‘Mongolism’, now
known as Down’s Syndrome.
After 10 years as superintendent of Earlswood Asylum in Surrey, Dr
Langdon Down decided he would prefer to run his own institution. In 1868
he bought the White House on Kingston Road, Teddington and had it
extended to create Normansfield as a place where people with learning
disabilities could live and receive training. His wife, Mary, dealt with the
administration. The buildings were surrounded by extensive grounds.
When it opened there were 19 residents and by 1900 that had increased to 180. Ian showed photographs of the facilities
as well as the staff and residents. Fruit and vegetables were grown on the farm, entertainments were held in the
beautifully-decorated theatre and exercise could be taken in the gardens.
John and Mary Langdon Down had four children, and their two sons both became doctors who continued the running of
Normansfield. The family association carried on with their grandson, Norman, who managed the facility until his
retirement in 1970. After some time as part of the NHS, Normansfield closed in 1997 and remained vacant until 2004
when the Downs Syndrome Association moved in. In 2011 the buildings were restored as housing, offices, a museum
and the theatre. Since then the extensive collection of late 19th century theatre scenery has been conserved.

‘My life in the Royal Parks’ talk
Ray Brodie (left in picture with Pieter Morpurgo)
has spent his whole professional life with the
Royal Parks, starting as an apprentice gardener
in Kensington Gardens in 1981 and working his
way up to his current position as manager of
Bushy Park. Before the AGM on 1 March he
regaled us with stories of his time in the parks,
prior to his planned retirement later this year.
One of Ray’s first tasks was grass cutting near the Albert Memorial using a
hand mower. After completing his apprenticeship, he moved to Hyde Park as a
gardener and later he became a member of the Arboricultural Unit (or Tree
Gang). The great storm of 1987 provided a busy time with the felling of 500
trees in Kensington Gardens. After a spell as a chargehand gardener in Hyde
Park, Ray was appointed to the post of supervisor in Kensington Gardens
when compulsory competitive tendering was introduced by the Royal Parks in
1991. The death of Princess Diana presented huge logistical challenges for
staff when many thousands of people left floral tributes in Kensington Gardens.
In 1999 Ray became manager of Bushy Park and the Longford River, a post he
has held ever since, apart from a spell back at Kensington Gardens from 2012
to 2014. In the past 20 years Ray has seen White Lodge renovated, the
Longford River diverted for the building of Heathrow Terminal 5, the park
closed for eight weeks in 2001 due to foot and mouth disease, the restoration
of the Water Gardens, the building of the Pheasantry Café and Information
Point, and the awarding of Site of Special Scientific Interest status by Natural
England.
Ray’s talk was illuminated by photographs of himself and the parks, as well as
by stories of his meetings with members of the royal family and Margaret
Thatcher. We wish Ray well for his retirement at his house in Berwick-uponTweed in Northumberland where, in between travelling, he will be able to
practise his grass-cutting skills.
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Car parking at
Normansfield Theatre
Coming off Kingston Road, turn
immediately right in front of the
Langdon Park blue sign. Follow the
road round to your left (do not turn
right into the residents’ parking area)
and there are parking spaces to the
left and right of the roadway, marked
“Langdon Down Centre (LDC) car
park”.

Another image of
Bushy Park

On a recent visit to the Lady Lever Art
Gallery at Port Sunlight, Cheshire, we
were surprised to spot, in the far top
corner of the main gallery, a painting
of Bushy Park. ‘Midsummer Morn,
Bushy Park’, painted in 1905 by
George Dunlop Leslie (1835-1921)
shows the Diana Fountain.
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News from Home Park

News from Bushy Park

• Various works have been carried out in the paddocks
in collaboration with the Thames Landscape Strategy and
Swingbridge volunteer project. These included coppicing
alder to make faggots which were used for bankside
management.

• Work has started
on the new pavilion
for
Teddington
Cricket Club. The
site
has
been
cleared and the
footings are being
laid. The building
replaces the one
that has been there
since the end of World War II. See http://
www.teddingtoncc.co.uk/new-pavilion/ for more details.

• When
the
annual
survey was carried on the
sand
martin
bank,
constructed with the help
of the Thames Landscape
Strategy and SITA, it was
found that 17 nests had
been created.
• The latest veterinary report on the health of the fallow
deer herd was very complimentary.

• Peter Nacmanson, the park’s administration officer
for the past ten years, retired in January. We wish him
well and welcome Gillian Beckley as his replacement at
White Lodge.

Old news
From ‘The Daily Telegraph’, 12 February 1919

Where to skate
Skating took place yesterday on the Heron Pond and the Leg of Mutton Pond, large sheets of water in Bushy Park, where the ice is
now in fairly good condition. The lake surrounding the Diana fountain was still guarded by notices forbidding skating and by
keepers whenever their round led them there; but in spite of these precautions, many people ventured upon the ice and enjoyed good
sport near the sides.
In Home Park, there was skating on the Green Pond as well as on the Rock Pond, but in the latter case the skaters defied the
authorities, who still allowed warning notices to remain at the side of the water, and were chased away whenever a keeper appeared.
The Long Water, that fine straight stretch of water in front of Hampton Court Palace, and one of the finest skating grounds in the
Lower Thames Valley, was still not available for the sport. Overshadowed by trees on both banks, it takes the ice longer to thicken
here, and, as the water is deep, the authorities have to be careful before they allow skating upon it.

‘Hampton Wick Heritage’ walk
Although Hampton Wick occupies a relatively small area, it
contains a diverse mix of business and residential buildings. On
16 February Johanna Coombes led us on a walk around the five
roads radiating from the centre to hear about some of the
people who lived there and events that have taken place.
We passed the King’s Field in Bushy Park and learned that the
land was given by King George V when he founded the National
Playing Fields Association in 1925. On the opposite side of
Church Grove, we heard that Edward Lapidge, an architect who
lived in Hampton Wick, had both given the land and designed
the building of St John’s Church. In the late 1820s he was also
the architect of St Mary’s Church in Hampton and Kingston
Bridge. Edward’s father, Samuel, was head gardener at
Hampton Court Palace.
As we progressed, we saw how the railway cut through the village in 1863 and heard about the fatal train crash on the
bridge near the station in 1888. We looked at Navigator House and the Town Hall, and Johanna recounted the various
uses to which they have been put. The walk ended in Old Bridge Street, by the River Thames, where we reflected on the
fact that, over hundreds of years, many people in Hampton Wick have both lived and worked in the village .
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Voluntary donations for talks

2019 - 2020 Committee

The trustees have decided to ask for a voluntary donation of £2 per
person at future talks. This will go towards the cost of holding each
event.

President
Pieter Morpurgo
020 8977 3416
pieter.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk

News from the new Information Point
Many of you will have seen the hoardings up around the construction
site for the new Information Point. Depending on the weather and
progress, we are hoping to be open around Easter time and certainly by
Chestnut Sunday.
The Friends commissioned a
design for the new space from
Robin Johannsen, a bespoke
furniture
designer
and
craftsman based on Platt’s
Eyot at Hampton. He has
created
an
innovative,
distinctive arrangement that
will be an important asset to
Bushy Park. It has a tree in it!
There is a children’s discovery zone where they can engage with
exhibits, create drawings and learn more about wildlife in the parks. A
screen will show photo images and other presentations on park history.
There is space to display and sell a wider range of merchandise and
park souvenirs to generate income for projects in the parks. Nowadays
park visitors often do not carry cash; so, at last, we will have an
electronic point of sale system allowing card payments.
This project has taken a lot of work by many people. Many donors have
helped the funding, for which we are immensely grateful. We expect the
new Information Point to excite and welcome visitors for many years to
come. We hope you will come and see it for yourselves.
Our nature display for the new Information Point needs freshening up
as some items are starting to deteriorate, for example the birds’ nests,
minibeasts, feathers and leaves. Now is the time to start looking for new
exhibits as the leaves haven't yet returned to the trees. We obviously
don't want to deprive any bird or animal of its habitat, but we do need
some fresh specimens. If you come across anything from a walk in the
parks or from your garden, please let Rosemary MacColl know. Contact
details are shown in the adjacent panel.

From the Membership Secretary
It's the time of year for reminding those who have not yet paid a
subscription for 2019 that they have until the end of June to do so. If you
have not yet paid, you will find a reminder letter included with your
Spring Newsletter along with a copy of our 2019 renewal form. We do
hope you will wish to continue your membership.
It's very good to receive all your renewals each year and we are
delighted that so many of you have expressed further support by adding
a donation. But if, for whatever reason, you have decided not to
continue your membership do send me an email. It is helpful if you can
let us know. Thank you all for your continued support which is much
appreciated.
Pat Dickinson
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We would encourage as many Friends as
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