Newsletter
Summer 2019
From the Chair

Dates for your diary

Sometimes it gets a bit hectic and all-consuming as Chair of the
Friends. Like the months since our last newsletter, highlights of
which I record here. At Easter, the new volunteer Rangers
appeared in Bushy Park. Easy to spot in their orange jackets,
they are engaging visitors and trying to educate and advise them.
Not all visitors listen to advice, of course, and who can blame a
Ranger for experiencing schadenfreude when they watch the dog
owner who, despite a warning, discovers that a deer really does
protect its hidden new-born aggressively against an unleashed
dog. In March there was a storm, which meant the park was
closed for a short time for safety, as several trees fell. A similarly
awkward park user wants to know why the park was closed. Well,
says I, a tree might fall on your head.

Friday 12 July 2019
A SUMMER EVENING AT THE PHEASANTRY
Pheasantry Café, Woodland Gardens, Bushy Park

Chestnut Sunday was a riot of sunshine, parade and joyful
people. Approximately 15,000 visitors and a wonderful last
Chestnut Sunday for Ray Brodie, park manager, who retires at
the end of this year. The event is the largest managed solely by
The Royal Parks, as much bigger events in Hyde Park are run
under contracts. The Friends are just one of the many
participating organisations. Our marquee had rats being splatted,
(not real ones) to the delight of many small children and some
competitive fathers who, we allowed, just about complied with
height restrictions in the game. We put our new barrow on show
for the first time, using it to sell our updated souvenir merchandise
collection. The barrow is chiefly to be used for our nature display
when the Visitor Centre opens.
Ah, the Visitor Centre, for such it is to be called. Much time has
been invested here. The interior is designed and fitted by Robin
Johannsen, a craftsman furniture designer from Platt’s Eyot, on
the Thames at Hampton. To say that he has created something
unique and inspiring does not do it justice. Come and see it for
yourselves.

(For members with tickets only)

Tuesday 13 August 2019
MISSION: INVERTEBRATE ROADSHOW
Discover magnificent minibeasts
11 am to 3 pm at the Pheasantry Café, Bushy Park
(No booking required for this family event run by The Royal
Parks) https://www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/missioninvertebrate/family-activities

Saturday 7 September 2019
BAT WALK
Walk led by John Tovey
Meet 7.30 pm Teddington Gate, Bushy Park.
Friday 27 September 2019
EEL PIE ISLAND - BOAT YARDS AND BANDS
Talk from a member of Eel Pie Island Museum
Normansfield Theatre, Langdon Down Centre,
Teddington, TW11 9PS
Commencing at 8.00 pm; refreshments will be
available from 7.15 pm

RideLondon cycle race
Prudential RideLondon-Surrey Classic (men’s
professional cycle race) will start from Bushy Park
on Sunday 4 August 2019 at 2 pm. The Diana car
park will be closed all day. All other car parks
and facilities will remain open and accessible from
Teddington Gate. Support for the teams and riders
on the day will be most welcome.

Also inspiring, for me, was a group
of 11 people from Crystal Ski
Holidays in Surbiton who spent a
‘corporate
volunteering’
day
clearing unwanted vegetation from
a section of Hornbeam Avenue. I
Dean Rose
joined them for the day, mainly in
an observing capacity of course, as befits my status as Chair.

Field Studies Council courses

Bushy Park had a significant part to play in D-Day. The Friends
marked the 75th anniversary by providing a self-guided walk and
history lesson. David and Claire Ivison, the newsletter editors, are
our historians whose research and preparation made the event
such a success. The park event, that is; it was many brave others
who made D-Day a success.

Courses being held this summer for children
include; pond dipping, butterflies and dragonflies,
flowers and plants. Adult topics covered are
ecology, hedgerows and fungi. For further details
please see: https://www.field-studies-council.org/
individuals-and-families/search-for-courses.aspx

The FSC works in partnership with The Royal
Parks to deliver a range of charged courses for
adults and children from their base in the
Stockyard, Bushy Park. They have access to the
nature conservation area which is not open to the
general public.

Colin Muid
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‘Home Park Deer Herd’ - walk
On 23 March Russell Downs, the wildlife officer in Home Park, gave more
than 50 Friends an insight into how he looks after the welfare of almost 300
fallow deer that live in the 750-acre park. At this time the bucks’ antlers were
ready to fall and the does were feeding in the area of best grazing. Last year
cameras were set up to see if there were any hedgehogs in Home Park but
only images of badgers were captured. Mesh had to be put at the bottom of
the gates between the park and Hampton Court gardens to stop the badgers
feasting on the floral displays. We were pleased to be taken into the
paddock area, which is not open to the public, to view the sand martin bank.
We were also able to see the barn owl manor in which a pair was nesting.

‘Operation Centaur: working with shire horses’ - talk
Twelve years ago Edward MacDowell, a farrier who had been giving carriage
rides in central London for many years, met Andreas Liefooghe, a
psychologist and psychotherapist. Edward explained that their shared
interest in horses led them to set up Operation Centaur, a charity which
brings people together with shire horses to provide both therapy and
agricultural services. Their seven horses live in Home Park and work there,
and in some of the Royal Parks, rolling bracken, moving logs and cutting
grass. Training the horses starts at two or three years old ready to begin
working at five. The younger horses do the heaviest work pulling carriages,
then they move on to farming work and the older shires are used for therapy
roles. The charges for carriage rides allow Operation Centaur to provide equine therapy for autistic children as well as
prisoners and addicts.
Shire horses are the largest breed in the world but there are only 700 brood mares left. Each horse eats a dustbin-full of
food as well as hay every day. They need a lot of grooming and their feet must be well cared for. For details of the work
done by the charity see http://www.operationcentaur.com/

‘Reptiles and Amphibians’ - talk
Jamel Guenioui has worked for Surrey Wildlife Trust as a ranger and
ecologist for the past 12 years. He used diagrams to explain the place of
the 10,000 reptile species and 7,000 amphibians in the taxonomic
classification, noting that Carl Linnaeus referred to them as “foul and
loathsome” creatures. Using a series of detailed photographs, Jamel then
described how to identify those reptiles that we might expect to encounter
in the UK, including common lizards, slow worms, grass snakes and adders
(shown right). He also spoke about the types of habitat in which these
animals might be found, and the times of day and seasons when sightings
would be most likely. Jamel encouraged us to create places in our gardens,
such as ponds, log piles and areas of uncut grass, which would provide
suitable accommodation for amphibians such as frogs, toads and newts.
See www.surrey-arg.org.uk for information about the Surrey Amphibian
www.surreywildlifetrust.org/SBIC for details of Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre.

Teddington Cricket Club’s new pavilion
Teddington Cricket Club are building a new pavilion for
their ground near to Bushy House. This will replace their
old building which has been in use since the 1940s. The
car park area will be returned to grass and a new
parking area will be set out in the woodland area to the
north of the pavilion, with access from the Clapperstile
car park.
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Our new Visitor Centre at the Pheasantry
The new Visitor Centre in Bushy Park was
officially opened on 21 June 2019 by Andrew
Scattergood (bottom right), CEO of The
Royal Parks (TRP). The room was provided
by TRP but the Friends have raised more
than £12,000 to add the fixtures and fittings
which make it such a special space. The
refurbishment at the Pheasantry, which
started in January, also includes an enlarged
bakery for Colicci’s café and more, improved
toilets.
The Friends employed Robin Johanssen
(bottom left), a local craftsman, who came up
with a bespoke, visually-interesting design
which uses wood to reflect many aspects of
Bushy Park. A cart was commissioned from
a specialist company in Lincolnshire. It will be wheeled outside on fine days to display the nature exhibits. A new,
enlarged range of merchandise has been created and a card reader has been purchased to allow cashless payment.
Our thanks go to the committee members who have devoted so much time and energy to the project, and to all our
donors for enabling it to happen. Do call in to see for yourselves; our volunteers look forward to greeting you.

Volunteering at the Visitor Centre
If you would like to join our group of volunteers at this new facility, please get in touch with our volunteer coordinator,
Rosemary MacColl (for contact details see back page). We provide information and advice to visitors, and sell our range
of merchandise to raise funds for park projects. Each Saturday, Sunday and bank holiday there are two shifts from 11
am to 1 pm and 1 pm to 3 pm; most volunteers do at least one shift per month.
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Chestnut Sunday

This year’s event was 30 years on from a casual conversation, while strolling down the avenue in
1989, which led to the setting up of the Friends. John Cobb (local psychiatrist and subsequent
first Chair), Colin Pain (of English National Heritage), Toby Jessel (local MP) and Iain Burgess
(working at Hampton Court) were concerned about the future of the trees in Bushy Park, and
thought that a group could be formed from the amenity societies around the parks.
The parade was held in bright sunshine. We had a busy afternoon in our marquee where the new
Visitor Centre cart was used to display some of the merchandise which will be available. The
‘splat the rat’ game proved a winner with many of our younger visitors

Bushy Park’s place in D-Day

NPL wellness walk

To mark the 75th anniversary of D-Day we have produced a
leaflet showing photographs from the 1940s and details of the
memorials which can be seen in the park today. There are
also instructions for a walk to discover some of the reminders
of that time. The leaflet is available at the Visitor Centre for a
suggested donation of £1.

Twice a year the Friends lead a walk
around Bushy Park for members of
staff of our neighbours at the National
Physical Laboratory as part of their
wellness programme. In May we took
them around the D-Day memorials and
plaques.

On Saturday 8 June we
invited Friends and visitors
to the site of General
Eisenhower’s office to learn
more about the buildings
that were in this area of the
park from 1942 until the
1960s and the events that
took place there.

Bushy Park or Bushey Heath?
On a recent visit to The National Archives we found a document describing the choice of location for the Supreme Allied
Commander’s Headquarters in Britain in 1943; the Americans were looking for somewhere near their Air Command at
Stanmore, Middlesex, and Bushey Heath was suggested. The events that took place are described by Lieutenant
General Sir Frederick Morgan in his book ‘Overture to Overlord’:
‘General Bedell Smith had arrived from Algiers in the part of forerunner to General Eisenhower. He had an immense amount of
work to get through in a limited time. Somewhere down the line had been put forward the suggestion that a very suitable location
for General Eisenhower’s Headquarters could be provided, with little alteration work, by United States Army Air Corps ….. [who
were vacating most of their camp] ….. at a place called Bushey Park.
I had heard of Bushey Park before, but never of Bushey Heath. Few of our British staff, I dare say, immediately appreciated the
difference, and no American had probably heard of either. By the time we got around to appreciating the situation a force of some
battalions of United States Engineers had descended on Bushey Park and dirt, trucks, bulldozers, bricks, mortar, huts, camouflage
netting, and so forth, were flying in all directions. In the twinkling of an eye the fact was accomplished. When the full significance
of the matter had been put to Bedell he summed it up in lucid but somewhat unmilitary terms: “My god,” he said, “I’ve married the
wrong woman!” He had. So Bushey Park it had to be, instead of Bushey Heath. We could not afford the time, labour and material
that a change would have involved.’
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A bee story

Bushy Park ranger scheme

On Wednesday 12 June we were alerted by TRP to a
swarm of bees spotted on the ground by a visitor to Bushy
Park. The bees were not far from the Diana Fountain,
close to the car park, and it had been raining heavily with
strong winds. We were unable to get to the site until
Friday afternoon and expected to find a puddle of dead
bees, as we had done last year in similar circumstances.
We were delighted to find the small swarm (usually a cast
or secondary swarm after the prime swarm has left) alive,
dry but hungry. We scooped them up and popped them in
a swarm box dusted with sugar to keep them going.

We have recruited a great bunch of enthusiastic and
knowledgeable people who are very excited to be part of
this trial and to get out into the park.

Training began in February and sessions have focused on
the best ways to engage with visitors and share our
enthusiasm for these amazing spaces, their wildlife and
heritage. Park management delivered tours of both Bushy
and Richmond Parks which gave us a chance to discuss
the key topic areas we will use to inspire visitors to enjoy
and respect these well-loved spaces.
The Rangers
are now out
and about in
the parks; so if
you spot us in
our
orange
jackets please
do come and
say hi!

The photograph shows the boxed swarm which moved
nearer the log where some escapee bees had settled. We
think it likely that the high winds and a sudden deluge had
knocked them from their perch high in the oak tree; it was
probably the first stage of their journey to find a new
home. We named the queen Diana after the fountain.
They are now very happy in our Bushy Park apiary and, if
all goes well, next year will help to provide honey for
FBHP. A happy outcome, thanks to the vigilance of the
park visitor.

Joanna Haywood, Volunteer Community Ranger Service

Kate Canning & Ian Cole

Queen Victoria’s visit to Bushy Park

© Crown Copyright

On 30 June 1871 Queen Victoria
reviewed the Household Brigade in
Bushy Park. Three regiments of
Household Cavalry, one regiment of
Cavalry and two batteries of artillery
had arrived the previous day and set
up camp for two days. They paraded
in lines to the east of Diana Fountain
and between the paddocks area and
Leg of Mutton pond to be reviewed.

© Artokoloro Quint Lox Limited / Alamy Stock Photo

Queen Victoria was accompanied in the open carriage by the Princess of Wales and royal children. Princess Marguerite
and Princess Blanche of Orléans, residents of Bushy House, were also present. The guests’ carriages were drawn up
behind wooden hurdles laid parallel to the perimeter wall. From there the horses were removed for safe keeping by Mr
Joseph Berriman and his men. He made a charge of 2s 6d for a pair of horses and 1s 6d for a single horse.
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Committee members

2019 - 2020 Committee

Readers may have spotted some changes in the list of
trustees shown in the spring newsletter. After a long
stint on the committee, including four years as Chair,
Owen Jones has decided to step down. A presentation
was made at the AGM to thank Owen for all that he
has done; we will miss his wise words at meetings.

President
Pieter Morpurgo
020 8977 3416
pieter.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk

Sue Robertson, manager of the Visitor Centre, has
become a trustee as well as a committee member.
We are pleased to welcome Adrian Heywood as
Treasurer. He will take over from John Elrick who will
remain a member of the committee. Adrian is delighted
to have been elected treasurer of FBHP. He and his
wife have been residents of Teddington for more than
20 years. Adrian said, “it’s a wonderful opportunity for
me to learn more about, and to contribute to, the care
and preservation of parks we both love”.

Wanted - website editor
We are looking for a volunteer to
edit and organise the Friends’
website which provides news and
information about what we do. It is
part of how we contribute to the
education, advice and enjoyment of
the environments, habitats, heritage
and wildlife in the two parks.

Chair
Colin Muid
chair@fbhp.org.uk
Vice-Chair
Barry Purdon
Treasurer
John Elrick
john.elrick@fbhp.org.uk
Treasurer-elect
Adrian Heywood
Membership Secretary
Pat Dickinson
112 Fairfax Road
Teddington
TW11 9BX
membership@fbhp.org.uk
Visitor Centre Manager
Sue Robertson
Volunteer Coordinator
Rosemary MacColl
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk

Technical knowledge is not the most
important skill required although if you have experience of websites, that
is an advantage. So long as you can use a PC, training can be arranged
to supplement your skills.

Walks and Talks
Jane Cliff
020 8287 4609
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk

If you are interested in becoming our website editor, whether you have
directly relevant experience or not, please contact: Colin Muid, Chair of
the Friends of Bushy and Home Parks, email: chair@fbhp.org.uk or
tel:020 8941 2286 or 07793 502418.

Newsletter Production
and Distribution
Claire Ivison
David Ivison
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk

Photographs needed for our 2020 calendar
It's that time of year again! We are now seeking
photographs of the views, flora and fauna in both
Bushy and Home Parks for the FBHP 2020 calendar.
Profits from the sale of the calendar go towards
various projects within the parks which FBHP help to
fund.
You may submit up to five photographs. They should
be in landscape orientation as .jpgs and should
feature images representing the seasons in the parks. Please rename
your photograph(s) with your surname, name of the subject and date
taken,
and
email them
(one
image
at
a
time)
to:
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk Please do not send photographs in the
body of the email but send as an attachment. Images not chosen for the
calendar may be used for publicity purposes. Pictures selected will be
credited with the photographer's name.
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Other members of the committee
Iris Hawkes
Annie Murray
Jean Smith
https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/
Electronic newsletter
We would encourage as many Friends as possible
to sign up to receive the quarterly newsletter
electronically. Please email your request to
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
If you have any comments about this newsletter or
information you would like to share with us you can
email newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Published by:
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks
Charity registration number 1137203

