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2013 President’s Report
FBHP has had another good year. Our membership is
stable at around 1000 members, and your contributions and
donations have given us the opportunity to support both
parks. Among many projects, we have helped the Stud
Nursery in Home Park with the gift of a new bench and
provided the trees for the creation of a new orchard. We
held our annual summer party there with well over 100
members enjoying the surroundings and excellent
refreshments provided by members of the committee.
In Bushy Park your generosity has provided money for three
information boards; one to the west of Heron Pond; one by
the playground and the other in the Woodland Gardens
near Triss’s Pond. A dozen of us planted 5000 bulbs during
a morning in November. They are in Birch Glade in the
Waterhouse Gardens.
We have had an excellent series of walks and talks and
thank all the speakers who so generously gave their
time. They are a crucial part of FBHP.
I wish all our members a very Happy New Year and hope
that you all continue to enjoy the parks and the benefits of
being a member of The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks.
Pieter Morpurgo

Season’s Greetings from the Chair
I do hope you all enjoyed a festive and restive Xmas.
2013 was a busy time; we attended many more local events
which is a brilliant way of reaching a wider audience and
introducing them to our work. We welcomed the opening of
the newly refurbished Pheasantry, visitors seemed to have
missed us and we hope to further improve our amenity in
the New Year.
We bade a sad farewell to two long standing Friends, Geoff
Price and Colin Pain, they are both missed. We also wish
Ray Allen, gardener, a long happy retirement; a visit to the
Water Gardens will not be the same without Ray’s friendly
banter.
Looking towards the New Year we have several projects to
tackle including the further restoration of the Water
Gardens, and the Water Meadows, and the implementation
of a new strategy for the tree avenues. We are also keenly
aware of the looming budget cuts which mean there is
increasing pressure on resources and a need to generate
income.
Following the demerger of Richmond and Bushy Parks we
will be welcoming a new manager, although sad to lose
Simon Richards we are nonetheless delighted that it has
been recognised that Bushy Park is an important entity
deserving of its own management structure.
There is a lot of work to be done and as always we welcome
involvement from Friends, if a project appeals to you please
do get in touch.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the
committee and volunteers for all their invaluable help and
support throughout the year, you are all stars.

Pieter, Rosemary, Maggie and Mary in festive spirit, despite
the cold, at the Hampton Hill Parade.

A very happy 2014 to you all.

All Photos: David Ivison

Annie Murray
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Donated by The Friends

Winter 2014
What a surprise!
You may be interested to know that an uncommon tree type
has been “discovered” during a recent tree survey in the area
adjacent to the Royal Paddocks. The tree in question belongs
to the maple family and is called a box elder or North American
maple (Acer negundo). It can be found in the narrow
woodland enclosure alongside the boundary wall to the east
of the children’s playground and adjacent to the Royal
Paddocks’ hay barn (see main photograph – slightly left off
centre).
This type is unusual in that the leaves look totally different to
what is normally understood to be a “maple” leaf (see
photograph). Instead of one large palm sized leaf it is split into
several individual leaves along a leaf stem, similar to the leaf
layout found on ash trees.

Do take a look at the new interpretation Boards which are
now in place at Boating pond, the Woodland gardens and
on the way to the children’s playground.

The tree is of such an age and size that The Royal Parks are
considering applying for Champion Tree status. The definition
of a Champion Tree, as defined by the Tree Register
Handbook, is “the best of its kind in its area.
Conventionally the accolade goes to the tallest, and the one
with the thickest trunk but the champion may be the oldest,
the most spreading or the heaviest”.
The tree may not look the grandest in the park, but of its age
and type the tree is well worth a look.

Another plea for seasonal images. We have done fantastically
well selling our Christmas cards and Calendars this year. If
you would like your picture to be in next year’s start
snapping now.
In 2015 we will be celebrating an important anniversary 25
years of the Friends. We are planning an extra special
bumper edition of the newsletter and we would love to
include any of your photos or anecdotes about the parks
over that time.
Please send to Chris Hollingshead or Annie Murray.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Article and Photos: David Ivison

Winter 2014
Adam, Bushy’s new apprentice
gardener in the new nursery
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Newsletter - Electronic Delivery
We would encourage as many Friends as possible to sign
up to receive the quarterly Newsletter electronically. Not only
would this reduce the postage and potential printing costs,
and reduce the workload associated with distributing the
paper versions, but perhaps even more importantly, it would
be environmentally friendlier.
If you would like to receive the Newsletter electronically in
future, please email your request to:

newsletter@fbhp.org.uk.
You will then be included on the list for future Newsletters to
be delivered electronically, and will be sent instructions on
how it will be provided to you. For the time being, the paper
version will continue as normal. Please let Jean Smith our
membership secretary know.

Photo: Jane Cliff

WANTED NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Adam taking cuttings of Yew trees using the new
potting benches kindly donated by The Teddington
Society.

I will be standing down after this issue so we are on the hunt
for a new editor. It has been an enjoyable few years and I
have met some very inspirational people along the way. If
you are interested in the role and joining the FBHP
Committee please get in touch with Annie Murray on:

chairman@fbhp.org.uk
Chris Hollingshead

Volunteers Annie and Jane planting daffodils in Birch
glade. Don’t miss the magnificent display Next Spring.

A beautiful photograph of a Jay taken in the Park in
November by Richard Welton
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Volunteer up-date

Dates for your diary

We have had a very successful run up to Christmas at the
Information Point so far this year with sales of next year’s
calendar and our Christmas cards exceeding expectations. Our
presence at two of the local Christmas events, namely
Teddington Lights-Up and the Hampton Hill Christmas Fair
and parade, was also very well received.

JANUARY

Taking part in the parade was great fun and the weather was
not as cold, thank goodness, as last year.

Thursday 23rd: WATER MEADOWS RESTORATION
Talk given by Jason Debney at St. John Ambulance Hall,
Park Road, Teddington. Commencing at 8.00 p.m.
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 p.m.
FEBRUARY

A big ‘thank you’ to all our volunteers who helped at these
events and who continue to staff the Information Point, even
when it’s really cold!

Saturday 15th: MISTLETOE AND HAMPTON COURT

May I wish you a very happy Christmas and peaceful New
Year.

MARCH

Walk given by the Wildlife Group. Please meet at 11.00
just inside Lion Gate, Hampton Court.

IMPORTANT DATE TO REMEMBER

Rosemary MacColl

INTERESTING FACTS
In the Autumn a peregrine falcon was seen flying around the
paddock areas.
Bushy Park is the 8th most important site in the country for
soproxylic invertebrates (those insects that are dependent on
dead or decaying wood).

Friday 7th: AGM and TALK.
ROYAL PARKS – PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE.
Guest speaker Mike Fitt
Venue: ELLERAY HALL, Teddington. Commencing at
7.30 p.m. Refreshments will be available from 7.00 p.m.
Saturday 22nd: ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE PARK
Walk given by Dr. Tom Greeves. Please meet at 11.00
outside the Welcome Centre.

Keeping visitors and deer safe
Apologies
My apologies to Jill Sanders for not attributing the wonderful
towpath walk at Molesey Hurst to her in the last Newsletter.

The Royal Parks recommend that a minimum distance of
50 meters is maintained between park users and deer.
Thank you.

REMINDER

Chris

Please put your litter in a bin. Deer chew litter and it
may seriously harm them
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