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From the Chair

A new year brings new challenges for our
parks. The new policing model is now in
force in Bushy and we, along with
Richmond Friends, hope to bring some
fresh thinking around supplementing the
limited police presence that we now have.
You may have noticed advertising for
Special Constables who would provide a
valuable addition to policing; so do pass this on to anyone
you think might be interested. The Royal Parks’ change of
status in 2016 will no doubt have an impact; change is never
easy, although can present lots of positive opportunities too.
We look forward to hearing Andrew Scattergood, the new
CEO, share more detail at our AGM in March. A new board
will be formed combining The Royal Parks and The Royal
Parks Foundation. This will present opportunities for
anyone wishing to become a trustee of the new
organisation.
I recently lost a faithful friend and, in my time of great
distress, I was reminded of the innate healing properties of
our parks. Their constancy gives us succour and strength,
and soothes the troubled soul. This time served me as a
good reminder of the importance of these spaces in our
lives and how necessary it is that we all play a part in their
future. I wish all your family and friends very best wishes for
2016 and, whatever the year ahead holds, we can look
forward to nature’s cycle of events unfolding for us all to
enjoy.

Dates for your diary

Thursday 21 January 2016
FORCE: FRIENDS OF THE RIVER CRANE
ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Talk by Rob Gray
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road,
Teddington, commencing at 8.00 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm
Saturday 13 February 2016
MISTLETOE AND HAMPTON COURT
(in memory of Tyrrell Marris)
Walk led by Nicholas Garbutt
Meet 11.00 am at Lion Gate, Hampton Court
Friday 4 March 2016
Talk by Andrew Scattergood,
Chief Executive of The Royal Parks &
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(See the Agenda below)
National Physical Laboratory, Hampton Road,
Teddington, TW11 0LW
commencing at 7.30 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.00 pm
and during the break
Saturday 12 March 2016
BIRDS IN THE PARK
Walk led by Diana Housley
Meet 11.00 am at Diana car park, Bushy Park

Annie Murray
FRIENDS OF BUSHY AND HOME PARKS
Annual General Meeting - Friday 4 March 2016
The AGM will be held at The National Physical Laboratory, Hampton Road, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 0LW










AGENDA
Apologies for absence
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6 March 2015
Matters arising
Annual Report for 2015
Financial Report and adoption of the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31.12.2015
Election of the Committee of Trustees comprising the Trustees and other Committee Members*
Appointment of Auditor
Appeals 2015 and 2016
Any other business

*If anyone is interested in becoming a committee member or trustee, Annie Murray or Pieter Morpurgo would be very happy
to give you more information (contact details on back of this Newsletter).
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The Ancient and Veteran Trees of Bushy and Home Parks talk

Winter 2016

Winter 2014

South west London, and the Richmond area in particular, is a
hot spot for the number of ancient and veteran trees. But what
are they and why are they so important to our landscape and
environment? Jamie Simpson from the Ancient Tree Forum,
together with Gillian Jonusas from The Royal Parks (TRP) and
Nicholas Garbutt from Historic Royal Palaces, provided us with
a wealth of information on the subject on 24 September.

The Ancient Tree Forum is an organisation started as a group of
individuals who came together in 1993 to discuss ancient trees
and their management. The Forum has grown to become one of
the key partners in the identification, mapping and management
of veteran trees in Britain. They lobby government and provide
assistance in the production of reference books. The age of
ancient trees can vary considerably depending on the type of
tree. The ecological importance of ancient and veteran trees is
immense. The fissures, cracks and cavities in ancient trees harbour a wealth of wildlife, from the tiniest mites to birds and
small mammals; each creature is reliant on all others in the food chain.
Bushy and Home Parks were one of the first places in the country to be designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) due in part to the population of ancient and veteran trees. There are 140 veteran trees in Bushy Park, including lime,
oak, hawthorn, black poplar and silver maple. The oldest tree, a sweet chestnut of 9.5 metres in circumference, is not in the
park but beside Bushy House sports ground on land managed by TRP. In Home Park, near Oak Pond, there are the remnants
of the ‘1,000-year-old oak’ which in 1982 was measured with a 12 metre circumference. Unfortunately, following a lightning
strike it never fully recovered, despite efforts to help rejuvenate it. Other ancient trees, which can be seen on the Barge Walk,
were remnants of an old boundary hedge containing field maples contorted after hundreds of years of management.
To learn more about ancient and veteran trees visit the Ancient Tree Forum’s website at http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/
or if you would like to see the interactive map that allows you to view the location of ancient and veteran trees throughout
Britain go to http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/project/hunt

Ham House and Garden talk

Naomi Campbell has worked for the National Trust in a
range of roles for the past 17 years. She now manages
a group of properties including Ham House and Garden,
and Petersham Meadows. On 22 October she gave us
an insightful talk about current projects at Ham.
A garden conservation management plan has been
produced with the aim of recreating the authentic ‘spirit
of place’ in the grounds. “Ham House from the South”
painted in the 1670s by Hendrick Danckerts was used
as the first point of reference. When Naomi asked to see
the Trust’s archive material regarding Ham, 250 boxes
of papers and artefacts were delivered. This material has
been sorted through with the aid of a Heritage Lottery
funded trainee. The many volunteers at Ham have been
consulted and visitors were asked to complete a
questionnaire about their impressions of the property.
Since Naomi became manager, the Orangerie restaurant has been remodelled and ingredients from the kitchen garden are
used. There are more tours of the house and grounds, and only flowers grown in the garden are displayed in the house.
Implementing the garden plan over the next 10 years will not alter the layout, but the plants may be changed, usually by
incremental improvements. Work on the avenues and car parks is also proposed but that will take 40 years to complete.
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Water Voles talk

Woodland working
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Jim Jones, Landscapes Project Officer at Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT), came to speak to us
on 26 November about water voles in the county. As the last sighting in Surrey was in 2009,
his talk focused on the schemes that are being introduced to encourage the creatures to
return. The RiverSearch project involves training volunteers to monitor stretches of rivers
each season looking for evidence of water voles. Jim and his colleagues are also surveying
waterways to identify potential sites with suitable habitat where water voles could be
reintroduced. Two years ago a water vole survey was carried out in Bushy Park but none
were found. The Brew House area could be suitable, although more mid-river refuges would
be needed.

Jim’s talk also covered other mammals being monitored by SWT. Otters were only found in
a few areas of England in the 1960s but they have recovered and are now seen in every
county, including around Guildford. There is also a Surrey Harvest Mouse project to
establish their range and type. Under the Water Framework Directive, a European initiative
to improve the health of rivers, SWT is working with many partners to understand and
address issues within the county. See www.surreywildlifetrust.org

Bushy Park apprentices

A hardy band of helpers gathered in the rain on 7 November to
plant yew and holly bushes in the Waterhouse Plantation. The
plants were provided by the Friends to fill an area which had been
cleared of Rhododendron ponticum. Chris Nickerson, Head
Gardener, had positioned the bushes and the damp weather
made digging them in an easy task.

Policing in Bushy Park

The Metropolitan Police have put in place new arrangements for
policing in the Royal Parks and PC Stephen Christmas is now
the Dedicated Parks Officer for Bushy Park. He is very keen that
any incident is reported to him or the team of officers that support
him. He can be contacted directly on 07920 586546. The parks
police can also be contacted on 020 7161 9721 and if no officer
is present there is a voicemail facility which is checked during the
day. The 999 service should be used in the event of an
emergency. The Met are currently recruiting Special Constables
to
work
in
Bushy
and
Richmond
Parks.
See
http://content.met.police.uk/Site/specialconstables?gclid=CNrev
cqRxckCFRFmGwody-4Fr

On 28 October the three Royal Parks apprentice
gardeners employed by Turfsoil in Bushy Park were
among 50 apprentices from across London who took
part in a master class about plant naming. The event
was organised by The Royal Parks Guild, The Royal
Parks and the Royal Horticultural Society, and held at
Wisley Gardens.
During the day Adam Watts (right) was presented with
the 2015 Year 2 Royal Parks Apprentice of the Year
award by The Royal Parks CEO, Andrew Scattergood.
Oliver Harper (left) is now in the second year and
Reece Smith (centre) is in his first year. As well as
working in the park they study at Pershore College for
City & Guilds and Royal Horticultural Society
qualifications in horticulture.
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Hampton Hill Christmas Parade
Winter 2015

Once again the Friends were pleased to be asked to join in the Hampton Hill parade on 27 November. Turfsoil provided a
much-admired tractor and a trailer from which eight volunteers greeted the spectators. Our thanks to Tom, the driver, for
navigating smoothly along the crowded route. Cards, calendars and other merchandise were on sale at our stall in the theatre.

News from Bushy Park

 A tarmac track has been removed between Chestnut
Avenue and
Hawthorn
Lodge. The
work
has
been done in
consultation
with Natural
England to
ensure
the
works were
carried out in such a manner that reduced, as far as
possible, any impact on the important grassland.
 At a follow up meeting for Oak Processionary Moth
survey volunteers, held at Richmond Park in November,
it was announced that over 1,000 nests of this pest were
found and removed from the oak trees in Bushy Park
this year.

News from Home Park

 Funding from the Thames Catchment Area Partnership
was used to coppice ash trees in the paddocks. The
resulting poles were bound together to create faggots
for use in the water courses and in wildlife habitat
schemes. Small branches were utilised for staking in the
herbaceous borders and kitchen garden.
 The Historic Royal Palaces website contains a series of
blogs written by staff about interesting aspects of their
work. Nicholas Garbutt, Tree and Wildlife Conservation
Manager, has contributed a piece about mistletoe. See
http://blog.hrp.org.uk/gardeners/mistletoe-at-hamptoncourt/

 The children’s playground near Diana car park has been
out of action for renovations. Work is being undertaken
on the equipment following a report by the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Accidents and some areas of grass
are being returfed.
 A fisheries officer from the Environment Agency has
been assisting Nicholas with fish surveys in the water
courses and ponds. This has resulted in re-stocking
some ponds to provide sustainable fish numbers.
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Bushy House open day

On 19 September, as part of Open House London, the National Physical Laboratory opened parts of Bushy House and its
gardens. There were displays depicting various aspects of the history of the building, its inhabitants and NPL.

World Tree Day

To mark World Tree Day in November The Royal Parks Foundation selected ten favourite trees from the 170,000 trees and
250 varieties in the Royal Parks. Among those chosen were the Swamp Cypress (Taxodium distichum) with their distinctive
aerial roots and the Big Cone Pine (Pinus coulteri), both found in the Woodland Gardens near the Pheasantry Café.

The King’s Red Cross Convalescent Hospital, Upper Lodge, Bushy Park

One hundred years ago “the Manor House and buildings appurtenant thereto, together with the lodge and grounds known as
Upper Lodge”, situated not far from Hampton Hill Gate, were loaned by the Crown for hospital purposes to the Canadian Red
Cross Society. On 27 December 1915, the hospital opened for the reception of patients and became the King’s Red Cross
Convalescent Hospital. After the First World War the hospital was cleared and refurbishment started on the buildings to
prepare for the handover to the London County Council as a new children’s hospital. (Our thanks to Ken Howe for permission
to use his postcards showing Upper Lodge at the time and one of the hospital wards.)
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Christmas Carols at the Pheasantry

On 19 December the Friends, along with The Royal Parks and Colicci were
pleased to welcome The Quire of Thames Ditton to entertain visitors to the
Pheasantry with carols old and new. A collection was taken towards this
year’s appeals. Afterwards our volunteers and committee members joined
the singers for mince pies and mulled wine.

Winter 2016

Advice from the Parks

Please do not take fungi, such as
mushrooms or toadstools, as picking
them will damage the delicate ecological
balance of the Parks.

Committee

President
Pieter Morpurgo
020 8977 3416
p.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk
Chair
Annie Murray
020 8943 4718
chairman@fbhp.org.uk
Vice-Chair
Rosemary MacColl
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk
Treasurer
John Elrick
020 8979 7512
j.elrick@fbhp.org.uk
Membership Secretary
Jean Smith MBE
55 Elmfield Avenue
Teddington
TW11 8BX
jean.smith@fbhp.org.uk
Walks and Talks
Jane Cliff
020 8287 4609
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk
Newsletter Production
and Distribution
David and Claire Ivison
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk

From the Membership Secretary

I am very pleased to report that a significant proportion of our members have
renewed for 2016, for which many thanks, but I am also aware that many of
you prefer to wait and renew in the New Year. I’d be grateful if you could
send me any remaining renewals, using the yellow form provided with the
Autumn newsletter. If you no longer have it, you can print a form from the
website http://www.fbhp.org.uk/about/join.html.php or, if you are an existing
member, I will already have all your details; so please just send me (address
in green panel to right) a cheque with your name and address, and a
stamped addressed envelope for return of your 2016 membership card.
Thank you to all of our members, both longstanding supporters and recent
joiners; we are very grateful for your continuing interest and support of the
work of the Friends. With my very best wishes for the New Year.
Jean Smith
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Electronic newsletter

We would encourage as many Friends
as possible to sign up to receive the
quarterly
newsletter
electronically.
Please email your request to
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk

If you have any comments about this
newsletter or information you would like
to share with us you can email
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Published by:
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks
Charity registration number 1137203

