Newsletter
Winter 2017
From the Chair

Dates for your diary

The parks and I recently had a few days’ exposure to what winter
should really feel like. I am sure that you, dear reader, will have
experienced it too, unless you are an escapee to a hot clime while
the rest of us shiver (our treasurer went to Argentina!). The parks
look beautiful covered in thick frost, although I imagine the wildlife
treat that frost with a less benevolent regard. Certainly, I had my
camera at the ready for wintry photographs and managed to get
some very good shots of my bemittened thumb. I must take my
gloves off next time.

Thursday 26 January 2017
80 YEARS OF SQUIRE’S GARDEN CENTRES
Talk by Colin Squire
St John Ambulance Hall, Park Road, Teddington,
commencing at 8 pm
Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm

Winter is when the parks are quiet. They are places for crisp
walks, hot drinks in the Pheasantry café and for the contemplation
of the old year and the prospects for the new one. I suspect if the
parks' trees could talk they might tell us they have seen it all
before and that their concern is really about their own long-term
prospects rather than ours. On which philosophical note let me
wish you all the best for the season and the year ahead.
Colin Muid











Saturday 18 February 2017
A WALK AROUND NORMANSFIELD
Led by Ian Jones-Healey
with theatre tour and refreshments. Meet 11 am at
the main entrance to the Langdon Down Centre,
Teddington TW11 9PS. (There is a charge of £10
per head for this visit and booking by 6 February
is essential. Contact Jane Cliff on
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk or 020 8287 4609)
Friday 3 March 2017
HAMPTON COURT PALACE: A Year in the Life
Talk by Paul Gray, Historic Royal Palaces
followed by ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(See the agenda below)
The Garden Room at Hampton Court,
commencing at 7.30 pm, refreshments from 7 pm
The Palace car park is available; access is via the
main gate.
Saturday 25 March 2017
THE PONDS OF BUSHY PARK
Walk led by Jane Cliff
Meet 11 am at Diana car park, Bushy Park

FRIENDS OF BUSHY AND HOME PARKS
Annual General Meeting - Friday 3 March 2017
The AGM will be held at The Garden Room, Hampton Court Palace KT8 9AU
AGENDA
Apologies for absence
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 4 March 2016
Matters arising
Annual Report for 2016
Financial Report and adoption of the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2016
Election of the Committee of Trustees comprising the Trustees and other Committee Members*
Appointment of Auditor
Appeals 2016 and 2017
Any other business

*If anyone is interested in becoming a committee member or trustee, Colin Muid would be very happy to give you more
information (contact details on back of this Newsletter).
In particular, we are seeking a new vice-chair for the committee and nominations are invited.
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Insects and Spiders of Home Park talk
Stuart Cole has been involved in natural history all his life. In 2011 he was asked to undertake a professional ecological
survey on insects, one of five such surveys being organised by the London Natural History Society, in Home Park which
is rated one of the five best sites in England for insects which feed on dead wood. 1,600 species of insects have been
identified, including several which are rare in the UK. His overview started with photographs of the main habitats, in
particular acid grassland for which Home Park is especially valued and for which, together with Bushy Park, it is now
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.
Starting with flowers such as loosestrife and autumn quill, which form the only group in the
London area, his brilliantly sharp photographs quickly led us into the exotic world within
Home Park, including sand-coloured giant funnel cap fungi 30-45 cm wide and grass-green
Roesel’s bush cricket until recently only found on the south coast. Of the 22 butterfly
varieties, peacock, clouded yellow, the grass-feeding ringlet, Essex skipper and
tortoiseshells are now becoming more common again and have all be seen. Beetles
abound, some attracted by the deer dung. On one visit, Stuart found the rare jewel beetle
which feeds on hawthorn. This beetle well deserves its name as its back is coloured purple,
deep blue and sandy brown. Brilliant colours were a feature of the insects - shiny metallic
emerald green chafer bugs; yellow and black long-horn beetles; numerous bees, including one with a yellow neck frill
and bright orange frilly gaiters; the common wave moth with wings marbled soft brown and white to camouflage it on
rocks; jet black and deep blue whirligig beetles.
Stuart Cole

He also showed a vermilion and black click beetle, said to be found only in Windsor Park,
but which appeared within minutes after a newly-invented pheromone trap was used. The
large red-bodied, hairy-legged cardinal spider is said to have frightened Cardinal Wolsey
(not surprising!). On a specially arranged visit to Hampton Court, Stuart was able to confirm
that it still haunts the rooms Wolsey may well have used. He also showed us dragon flies,
water snails, caddis flies, hover flies, ladybirds and wasps, each having ingenious and
idiosyncratic habits. It was a fascinating evening for a full house of members.

Stuart Cole

Iris Hawkes

Fallow Deer talk
Having completed a career in marine biology, a neighbour’s query about badgers
at the bottom of his garden led Dr David Dixon to a fascination with mammals, in
particular deer. He focused his talk on “scrapes”, a little-known aspect of the
fallow deer rut which he has been studying for some years. Scrapes are shallow
pits made on the stand chosen by the buck near his rutting green. They are made
in the ground near a tree with low-hanging branches. Dr Dixon’s study
concentrated on the larger scrapes, roughly deer sized, but where the population
is confined, as in Bushy Park, they can be as small as 60cm across and
sometimes quite close together.
Fallow deer do not form herds of male, female and young. Outside the rutting season, the does live in groups together,
along with their fawns and young bucks until the latter are 18 months old when they leave the groups. The adult males
are not territorial; they live independent lives, but come together before the rut when they establish their hierarchy. This
is done partly by physical combat, but Dr Dixon’s research showed scrapes appear to be the predominant method.
The bucks wallow in the scrapes. They visit the scrapes at night to leave their scent by urinating and rubbing the scent
from their glands into the earth and debris. They wallow sometimes for hours and often have so much muddy earth on
their coats that afterwards they appear almost twice their original size. In addition to wallowing, scenting the low
branches of a nearby tree is part of their behaviour. The scent warns off competing males so actual combat is reduced.
This is the only time bucks live as part of a group.
Dr Dixon had noted many other intriguing facts - does tend to search for food at dawn and twilight, whilst the bucks
mostly in the day, and during the rut young males stay in their groups with the does and are not chased away, possibly
safeguarded by being scented with that of the dominant male. Charts and photographs illustrated his observations,
making for a highly interesting evening.
Iris Hawkes
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Royal Paddocks Allotments talk
In the final talk of 2016 Jenny Bourne used a series of beautiful
photographs to take us through a year at the Royal Paddocks Allotments
which are situated at the eastern end of Bushy Park between Hampton
Wick and Church Grove gates. The use of the paddocks for the cultivation
of food commenced during World War 1 and today plots are still available
to residents of Hampton Wick and South Teddington for £24 per year.
The light, sandy soil is particularly good for growing vegetables but needs
the addition of manure (provided by the royal stables) and water (obtained
from communally maintained pumps). The old seed store building has
been turned into a café for plot holders and many seasonal social events
are held. Allotments are inspected three times each year to maintain
standards and awards are given to the cultivators of the best plots.

Jenny Bourne

Jenny has been an allotment holder for 14 years and is keen to encourage biodiversity as well as producing food and
flowers. She has a small pond on her plot and is pleased to have managed to propagate some mistletoe on a tree.
Further information can be found at: http://www.paddocks-allotments.org.uk/ where you can also follow the link to
Jenny’s wildlife blog.

Wellness walk

Old news

Our neighbours at the National Physical Laboratory in
Teddington were planning a wellness day on 9
November and wondered if the Friends would be able to
arrange a walk in Bushy Park. Pieter Morpurgo and
David Ivison led about 40 NPL employees on a tour from
Clapperstile Gate to the Pheasantry via Hampton Hill and
the Water Gardens,
indicating interesting
historical and woodland
management
features on the way.
The
NPL
staff
enjoyed their hike so
much that further
collaborative events
are planned.

In September 1915, the West Australian newspaper
reported on a group of injured soldiers who were paying a
visit to Hampton Court as part of their recuperation.
Following a trip to the maze the party, “drove to Bushy
House, and were there made welcome by Dr and Mrs
Glazebrook at the residence attached to the National Physical
Laboratory. The rain had ceased and the surroundings were
delightful. After refreshments, the Australians spent an hour in
the beautiful gardens surrounding the residence.... and when the
party had enjoyed a ramble through the extensive gardens an
adjournment was made to the main hall of the residence, where
the Misses Glazebrook provided an entertaining musical
programme.” Dr Glazebrook closed the day by recognising
the work the Australians were doing and “regarded it his
duty to do anything he could to show his appreciation of the
efforts of the men from the oversea dominions.”
(Dr Glazebrook was the first Director of NPL, 1900 - 1919)

Working session and farewell
When Chris Nickerson started work at Chohole Nursery, Richmond Park in July 1979 he thought he might stay with the
Royal Parks for a few years. In fact, via spells at Buckingham Palace, St James’s Park and The Regent’s Park, before
moving to Bushy Park as head gardener of the Woodland Gardens in 2009, he stayed until retirement in November
2016. The Friends bade farewell to Chris at the working session on 7 November when February Gold narcissi bulbs
were planted near Duck Bridge in the Pheasantry. Annie Murray made a presentation thanking Chris for his help to the
Friends, and praising his vision and legacy for the Woodland Gardens.
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Hampton Hill Parade

On 25 November the Friends took part in the Hampton Hill Parade, now a regular item in our calendar. Gavin Jones Ltd,
Bushy Park’s gardening contractor, again provided the tractor and trailer that proved to be a highlight of the show as far
as the children were concerned. Many thanks to Tom, our driver, who volunteered his services for the evening.

Wanted - Information Point manager

Wanted - website and Facebook editor

We are looking for a volunteer to be our Information Point
Manager. This is a part-time role for someone with
energy, organising ability, retail flair and a few hours a
week to spare.

We are looking for a volunteer to edit and organise our
website and Facebook page. This is a role for someone
with flair, enthusiasm and just a few hours a week spare,
who understands the power of good communication.

The Information Point is the public face of the Friends of
Bushy and Home Parks. It is where visitors to the park
can obtain information and advice about the parks. It is
where people can visit our gift shop and purchase
merchandise as souvenirs of their visits and donate to the
funds of the Friends for our work supporting the parks.
The Information Point is a focus for the Friends'
engagement with visitors and is an asset which enhances
the parks' reputations and visitors' enjoyment and
understanding of the parks.

Our website and Facebook page provide news and
information about what we do. They are part of how we
contribute to the education, advice and enjoyment of the
environments, habitats, heritage and wildlife in the two
parks.

The role of the manager will be to ensure the space is an
attractive and efficient location for visitors and volunteers
to use as an advice centre, gift shop and meeting place.
In addition, the role will organise the sourcing of
merchandise and management of stock levels; organise
displays and the appearance of items contained within
the Information Point; and contribute to promoting of the
Friends' brand image and public face to visitors.

Technical knowledge is not the most important skill
required, although if you have experience of websites or
are a user of Facebook that is an advantage. So long as
you can use a PC, training can be arranged to supplement
your skills.
If you are interested in becoming our website and
Facebook editor, whether you have directly relevant
experience or not, please contact: Colin Muid, Chair of the
Friends
of
Bushy
and
Home
Parks,
email:
chair@fbhp.org.uk or tel:020 8941 2286 or 07793 502418.

Carol singing at the Pheasantry

The Information Point is staffed at weekends and public
holidays by volunteers. The management and
organisation of the volunteers is carried out by the
volunteer coordinator who will work in close conjunction
with the Information Point manager to ensure effective
operation of the Information Point.
This is a role for someone with flair, organisation, and an
outgoing personality. If you are interested in the
Information Point Manager role please contact: Colin
Muid, Chair of the Friends of Bushy and Home Parks.
email: chair@fbhp.org.uk tel: 020 8941 2286 or 07793
502418.

On 17 December the Friends and Colicci, who manage
the Pheasantry Café, were pleased to welcome The
Quire, led by Deborah Lammin, to sing Christmas carols.
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News from Home Park

John Farndon

 The guard box (left) at
Kingston Gate has recently
been restored.

It is with great sadness that
we recently learnt of the
death of John Farndon who
was Chair of the Friends
from 1997 to 2000.
I remember John as an
excellent
chairman
who
worked very hard for the
Friends. His manner was
always quietly persuasive
rather than dominating. He
had a hearty, jovial greeting whenever you met him;
John ensured that serving on the Friends' committee
was fun.
John was heavily involved in the negotiations over the
future of Upper Lodge and the Water Gardens, between
the Crown Estate, the developers and English Heritage,
and he led the Friends' campaign to see the return of the
Donkey Corner area to the park and full access to the
Water Gardens. It was an exciting time, with ecowarriors in the Lodge grounds in 1998. Implementation
of Dame Jennifer Jenkins' Report on The Royal Parks
was another major issue of the time. John was always
keen on tree projects, and especially on the idea of the
Millennium Wood planted by schoolchildren.
Owen Jones

 The Hampton Court Palace
Half-Marathon will take place
on 19 March 2017. The route is
partly within Home Park.

News from Bushy Park
 The number of oak processionary moth nests
removed from the park this summer has risen
significantly to 1,446. The Royal Parks will continue to
control this pest in late spring / summer 2017 by tree
spraying, which is approved by Natural England, and
hand removal. For further information on the moth see
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/oakprocessionarymoth
 The Royal Parks have appointed Sharon Evans as the
new head gardener for the Woodland Gardens. She
joins us from Gavin Jones Ltd in Richmond Park
where she supervised Pembroke Lodge Gardens.
 The six Big Cone Pines in the Woodland Gardens
have recently had their big cones pruned from the
trees. These cones, some of them as long as 20 cm
and weighing 1.5 kg, are removed on a regular basis
for safety reasons. Visitors to the park’s Information
Point can view some of these cones.
 The two-tier potting
bench (left), funded by
the Friends, is now in
use. The nursery area
was formed
near
Birch Glade in 2013 to
allow garden staff to
propagate their own
stock and grow on
material
purchased
from other nurseries.

And another Bushy Park
We were in Dublin where David was giving a talk to a
garden history conference. At the dinner a delegate
asked him which was his favourite park, to which he
replied “Bushy Park”. She then explained that her local
park in southern Dublin was also Bushy Park. Of course,
we had to visit. The 20 hectare urban park, formerly the
estate of Bushy Park House, now contains sports fields, a
skatepark, woodland areas, ponds and the River Dodder.

Friends’ support for the parks

Barry Purdon

The azalea planting at Fisher’s
Pond in the Waterhouse Gardens
has been completed (left). Also in
Bushy Park, we have found a
manufacturer to produce hoods
over the stoups on the cascade in
the Water Garden. We are
hopeful that this will soon be
completed.

Do let us know if you have visited any more Bushy Parks
in the world!

Aquatic plants, partly funded by the Friends, have been
installed in the Long Water in Home Park. We are also
working with Home Park staff on the provision of
additional barn owl nesting opportunities in the Paddocks.

Claire Ivison

Barry Purdon, Appeals Coordinator
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Bushy Park Information Point news
The volunteers who staff the Information Point have done a tremendous
job this year. Income from merchandise sales and donations from
visitors have exceeded previous years, as has the number of visitors we
have recorded coming to the Information Point. They come to our
volunteers with questions about the parks, for advice on what to see or
what they have seen, to look at our nature tables, and sometimes just
for a friendly chat. It is to the great credit of our volunteers that park
visitors are given all this cheerfully, knowledgeably, and for free.
If you have a couple of hours free at the weekend each month or so,
and would like to help at the Information Point, please contact
Rosemary MacColl (details in the adjacent column). You don’t have to
be an expert on the parks to enjoy the experience and all shifts are
carried out in pairs. Above all, visitors really appreciate your time.

Photographs wanted
Please get out and about with your cameras during the year ahead and
submit contributions to our 2018 calendar!
This year we want more pictures taken of Home Park during the
seasons as that park is less often photographed by our members.
Bushy Park will also feature, of course. The pictures, taken in landscape
format and at a quality that can be expanded to A4 or A5 in size, can be
on any subject that captures a season or month in the year.
We will be seeking your submissions in September 2017. The
photographer will freely allow the Friends of Bushy and Home Parks to
use any submissions for the purposes of raising money for the Friends
by using the photograph on cards, calendars and other merchandise.

From the Membership Secretary
Thank you very much to the majority of members who have already
renewed, either by responding to the renewal form in the Autumn
Newsletter or by setting up a Standing Order. For those members who
choose to wait until the New Year, a renewal form can be downloaded
from our website, the address of which is shown at the bottom of this
page. Just click on the ‘About FBHP’ tab and look for the link to the
application / renewal form under ’How to Join the Friends’. I would be
very grateful if you could send your completed form to me, with a
stamped addressed envelope to defray our increasingly high postage
costs. Please ignore this request if you have already renewed.
I have sent out cards to all of those members who we are aware have
set up Standing Orders - the majority come out of bank accounts on 3
January. If you have not received a card but have a Standing Order
please let me know at jean.smith@fbhp.org and I will send a
membership card to you as soon as possible and also update our
records as it can take some time for our bank to pass on that
information.
I am now in the process of handing over the membership arrangements
to my successor, Mrs Pat Dickinson, who will take over as Membership
Secretary when I step down in March. You will notice that my name is
printed on the membership cards for 2017, but I will pass on all of your
correspondence to Pat after March. Thank you all, as ever, for your kind
words, patience and support to me in the past, and very best wishes to
all our members for 2017.
Jean Smith
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2016 - 2017 Committee
President
Pieter Morpurgo
020 8977 3416
p.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk
Chair
Colin Muid
020 8941 2286 or 07793 502418
chair@fbhp.org.uk
Vice-Chair
Annie Murray
vicechair@fbhp.org.uk
Treasurer
John Elrick
john.elrick@fbhp.org.uk
Membership Secretary
Jean Smith MBE
55 Elmfield Avenue
Teddington
TW11 8BX
jean.smith@fbhp.org.uk
Volunteer Coordinator
Rosemary MacColl
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk
Walks and Talks
Jane Cliff
020 8287 4609
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk
Newsletter Production
and Distribution
Claire Ivison
David Ivison
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/
Electronic newsletter
We would encourage as many Friends as
possible to sign up to receive the
quarterly newsletter electronically. Please
email your request to
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
If you have any comments about this
newsletter or information you would like
to share with us you can email
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Published by:
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks
Charity registration number 1137203

