
 

 

Newsletter 

Winter 2019 

From the Chair  

Around this time of year there is a sense of anticipation. It may be 

before Christmas or the New Year, hoping for things that we want 

and will appreciate. It may be in the depths of winter, hoping for 

spring and the burgeoning of nature and warmer, brighter days. It 

may be about personal ambition and aspiration, hoping for 

improvement and enjoyment.  

For the Friends of Bushy and Home Parks, it is anticipation that 

our new Information Point will prove to be a terrific asset to the 

park and a fantastic place for our volunteers to work. We also 

anticipate that moving our regular series of talks to the 

Normansfield Theatre will prove to be a great success. 

The Royal Parks and the Friends of both Richmond Park and 

Bushy and Home Parks, anticipate that the introduction of the 

new voluntary Rangers in the two parks will be effective in 

encouraging good behaviour, informed understanding and 

respect for the parks among our several million visitors each year. 

I hope you will all anticipate having the enjoyment of many visits 

to the parks in 2019 and appreciating, once again, just how 

privileged we are to have them. 

Something I did not anticipate was the reaction to a posting on 

our Facebook page about feeding ducks and swans in the parks. 

It was rather surprising. Nor did I anticipate seeing a pirate 

galleon under full sail on the Model Boating Pond, but there it 

was, with sea shanties, jolly roger and mystified geese. No grog, 

unfortunately.  

We have a good deal to look forward to in 2019. None of which 

would be happening without the considerable efforts of the 

committee and volunteers, the support of members and the 

tremendous input of The Royal Parks management and staff, 

locally and at headquarters. My thanks to all.   

Colin Muid 

www.fbhp.org.uk 

Dates for your diary 

Friday 25 January 2019 

DR JOHN LANGDON DOWN AND THE 

HISTORY OF NORMANSFIELD 

Talk by Ian Jones-Healey  

Normansfield Theatre, Langdon Down Centre, 

Teddington, TW11 9PS 

commencing at 8.00 pm  

Refreshments will be available from 7.15 pm  

Saturday 16 February 2019 

HAMPTON WICK HERITAGE 

Walk led by Johanna Coombes 

Meet 11.00 am at White Hart Hotel, High Street, 

Hampton Wick. (There is a charge of £5 per head 

for this visit and booking is essential. Contact 

Jane Cliff on walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk or 020 

8287 4609) 

Friday 1 March 2019 

MY LIFE IN THE ROYAL PARKS 

Talk by Ray Brodie, Park Manager, Bushy Park  

Commencing at 7.30 pm, refreshments from 7 pm 

followed by ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

(See details and agenda on page 3) 

Saturday 23 March 2019 

HOME PARK DEER HERD 

Walk led by Russell Downs 

Meet 11.00 am at Lion Gate, Hampton Court 

Gardens 

New venue and day for talks 

As you will have noticed from the Diary, and your 

membership cards, our regular talks will now be 

held at the Normansfield Theatre, Teddington. It 

is part of the Langdon Down Centre, which is in 

Langdon Park. This is reached by turning off 

Kingston Road (A310) on the right-hand side 

travelling from Kingston towards Teddington. 

There will be a steward to direct you to parking 

spaces. For those travelling by public transport, 

buses 281 and 285 stop outside Langdon Park 

(Fairfax Road stop) and Hampton Wick railway 

station is a 10-minute walk away. The other 

notable difference is that talks will be held on 

Friday evenings. 

Colin Muid 

Please note: 

Chestnut Sunday will be held on 12 May 2019 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
mailto:jane.cliff@fbhp.org.uk
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‘Bushy Park and surrounding area in old photographs’ talk 

For nearly 40 years John Sheaf has been collecting 

postcards and other items relating to the history of Hampton. 

In November the hall was packed as he used a selection of 

these images to describe how the area has changed since 

the earliest-known photograph of Bushy Park, showing the 

Diana Fountain, was taken on 25 May 1859. 

There were many pictures of modes of transport from the 

first trains and horse-drawn buses to early cars, trams and 

various types of cycle. Some of us remember the damage 

caused by the storm in October 1987, but John also showed 

postcards of the aftermath of a tornado on 1 June 1908 

(right) during which many trees were uprooted. 

Buildings in Bushy Park also appeared, showing their changing uses over time. During World War 1 Upper Lodge was 

the base for the Canadian Red Cross Convalescent Hospital, then later was converted to a residential home for London 

boys. Bushy House became the National Physical Laboratory in 1900 when the downstairs rooms were turned into 

laboratories and the upstairs was accommodation for the director. Early aerial photographs showed the site in 1919. 

There were pictures of the tea rooms in the buildings along the walls of Bushy Park opposite Lion Gate. 

Although the postcards documented many changes over the past 160 years, some views have altered very little, and 

modern photographs can show evidence of medieval ridge and furrow ploughing. What a fascinating evening! 

‘Friends to nature – for the love of bees’ talk 

When Kate Canning was a small child, she slept in a bedroom with a 

painted panel which included a bee. She has always loved bees, but it 

was not until she and her husband, Ian, moved to Hampton that she was 

able to attain her wish of keeping bees. After two years training with the 

Twickenham and Thames Valley Beekeepers’ Association, they brought 

their first bees home in 2001. When their garden and the Hampton 

apiary became too small, Kate asked Ray Brodie if there was a suitable 

location within Bushy Park. The hives are now in the area not open to 

the public. 

As well as tending their own hives, Kate and Ian are called out to deal with swarms of bees. In July they were able to 

capture a swarm which was hanging off a storm drain cover in the gardens at Hampton Court Palace and move the bees 

to a safer location. 

Kate explained the stages in the formation of the combs in the hives, and the roles of the queen, drone and worker bees. 

Beekeepers need to be alert to potential threats to their hives. Bees can be attacked by the varroa mite, against which 

Kate uses organic gels rather than chemicals. Asian hornets (not to be confused with the larger, native European 

variety) predate on honey bees and have recently crossed the English Channel and have been seen in Kent. 

It was interesting to hear the story behind the production of the honey which is such a popular item for sale at the 

Information Point.  

Working session in the Woodland Gardens 

A keen group of Friends arrived for the planting 
session which took place in favourable weather 
conditions in early November. Head gardener, 
Sharon Evans, and her team had cleared an area 
behind the stream, near the pump house, in the 
Waterhouse Plantation. We planted azaleas, 
rhododendrons, pachysandra and euonymus 
which should give a colourful display next spring 
and summer. 

Canning & Cole 

Picture courtesy of John Sheaf 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
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FRIENDS OF BUSHY AND HOME PARKS 

Annual General Meeting - Friday 1 March 2019 

The AGM will be held at The National Physical Laboratory, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 0LW   

Entry is only via the main gate in Hampton Road, Teddington where there is limited car parking. Doors open and 

refreshments from 7 pm, talk by Ray Brodie commencing at 7.30 pm and AGM scheduled for 8.30 pm. 

AGENDA 

• Apologies for absence 

• Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 2 March 2018 

• Matters arising 

• Annual Report for 2018 

• Financial Report and adoption of the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2018 

• Appointment of Auditor 

• Election of the Committee of Trustees and Officers* 

• 2018 Appeals and new 2019 Appeal 

• Any other business 

*If anyone is interested in becoming a committee member or trustee, Colin Muid would be very happy to give you 

more information (contact details on back of this Newsletter). 

Note: The AGM and talk will be held in the lecture theatre which is accessed only through NPL’s main reception 

located on Hampton Road, Teddington. 

Where are the stepping stones? 

In the Autumn 

issue, Jeanne and 

Tony Gask asked, 

‘Where are the 

stepping stones?’ 

The left hand 

photograph shows 

their daughter, 

Sophie, standing 

on the stepping 

stones in the 

1960s. 

Our thanks to 

Pippa Hyde, Janet 

Nunn, Nick Osorio 

and Sue Morrell 

who replied with their thoughts. They all agree that the stepping stones were in the Waterhouse Plantation, just inside 

the gate from Ash Walk, on the left where the huge Gunnera plants grow. The ‘stones’ were actually large slices of tree 

trunk set into an area of very boggy ground. The photograph on the right shows what is probably the same view today. 

Janet remembers “In summer everything was very overgrown with the Gunnera, so it was great fun for children to cross 

the stream by the stepping stones”. Pippa said that “The path was much narrower and led through the Rhododendron 

bushes there to the boggy area”. Sue still walks in Bushy Park regularly and often visits that part: “Only recently I 

commented that I still miss the stepping stones!” Nick remembers that his daughters were also upset when the stones 

were removed. All our correspondents mentioned happy memories of visits with members of their families to this part of 

Bushy Park. 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
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News from Nevis 

It was recently reported in the newspapers that the marriage certificate of Admiral Nelson (pub in Whitton) and Frances 

Nisbet lay mouldering in the house of a clergyman in the West Indies. When they married, the bride was given away by 

a fellow naval officer; William, Duke of Clarence (pub in Hampton Hill). Nelson later deserted his wife in favour of the 

charismatic courtesan, Emma Hamilton (pub in Merton). 

When ashore, the Duke of Clarence led an idyllic life at Bushy House with the actress Dorothy Jordan and their large 

family. When the deaths of his older brothers put him in line for the throne, William was obliged to abandon Dorothy. 

Later he made a respectable marriage to Adelaide von Saxe-Meiningen (pub in Teddington). 

These two sailors were moving uxorially in opposite directions socially. Ships that pass in the night. 

Iain Burgess 

Seeking a new treasurer 

We are still looking for a treasurer to take over from 

March 2019. The role will involve banking receipts and 

payments, keeping records, attending FBHP committee 

meetings as treasurer and as a trustee, and providing 

regular financial reports to the committee.  

If anyone is interested please contact John Elrick, who is 

happy to provide more information. John can be 

contacted on 020 8979 7512 or  

jandaelrick@btinternet.com 

NPL wellness walk 

The theme of the autumn wellness walk, organised by the 

Friends for staff of the National Physical Laboratory, was 

‘Bushy Park in World War 1’. During the three-mile walk 

short talks were given at relevant locations. 

Brew House visit 

A visit to the Brew House, situated adjacent to the Water 

Gardens in Bushy Park, organised by the Teddington 

Society History Group gave the opportunity to extend an 

invitation to Information Point volunteers to join them. 

Richard Flenley, who was a consultant on the renovation 

of the Water Gardens, led the tour. 

New Information Point Appeal 

Enclosed with this newsletter is a leaflet explaining the 

Appeal for funds to fit out our new Information Point at the 

Pheasantry in Bushy Park. We are hoping to raise 

£15,000 from this Appeal. 

As we are always trying to minimise the running 

expenses of the Friends, if you would be happy to receive 

this type of information by email, and think we may not 

have your email address, please contact our membership 

secretary at membership@fbhp.org.uk  

Hampton Hill Christmas parade 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
mailto:jandaelrick@btinternet.com
mailto:membership@fbhp.org.uk
mailto:jean.smith@fbhp.org.uk
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News from Bushy Park 

• An annual update on the control of the oak 

processionary moth and its caterpillars was given recently 

at Pembroke Lodge, Richmond Park by Gillian Jonusas, 

The Royal Parks arboricultural officer responsible for 

monitoring the pest. 

This year, 693 caterpillar nests (average 2.3 per tree) 

were removed in Bushy Park compared to 750 last year 

(average 2.6 per tree). A survey, carried out by staff and 

volunteer surveyors in June and July showed that, 

compared with 2017, the density of nests has increased in 

the western part of the park, including in areas where it is 

harder to access and control the caterpillars.  

The Royal Parks are employing three main types of 

control; first, limited spraying of trees with an insecticide, 

approved by Natural England, in areas frequented by 

large numbers of the public such as the Pheasantry and 

Waterhouse Gardens, and the Diana Fountain car park 

and playground; secondly, carrying out extensive 

surveying to identify other infested trees; and thirdly, 

using specialist teams to remove the nests from these 

trees.   

DEFRA-funded research is also ongoing on the parasitoid 

fly Carcelia iliaca and its potential role in the control of the 

pest. This fly was identified in Richmond Park in 2014 and 

is now also present in Bushy Park. 

• The Royal Parks charity is planning to introduce 

voluntary donation points at Bushy Park car parks. All the 

money raised from donations will be spent on 

improvement projects in Bushy Park.  The Royal Parks 

will be issuing more information on this in the new year 

and expect these donation points to be in place by Easter 

2019. 

• The park has a new Royal Parks apprentice 

horticulturist; Caroline Holohan (second from left) joined 

Gavin Jones, the park’s contractor, in 2018 and has 

started working in the Woodland Gardens. She is shown  

alongside fellow apprentice Marciel Lima Dalmasio (left) 

and colleagues (right to left) Dean Rose and Wayne Bull. 

News from Home Park 

• Management by the estates team of the hedgerows 

and trees along the Bargewalk continues with coppicing of 

the willows beside the river. Coppicing, by cutting the tree 

stems to approximately 100mm above ground level, 

removes old and weak stems that could collapse into the 

river causing disruption, and encourages new and 

vigorous growth that is more beneficial to wildlife.  

Nicholas Garbutt 

The Royal Parks in the Great War 

During World War 1 (WW1)

245 men from the Royal 

Parks volunteered or were 

conscripted to serve in the 

army or navy, and 24 of 

them died. At that time the 

Royal Parks were managed 

by His Majesty’s Office of 

Works (HMOW). The 24 

men are among the 102 

names on the HMOW 

memorial which is situated 

inside the lobby of what is 

now the Treasury Building in Whitehall. As part of the 

Royal Parks and Royal Parks Guild WW1 project, a new 

memorial stone was commissioned to commemorate the 

24 Royal Parks staff. The stone formed part of the WW1 

trench garden at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower 

Show in July 2018 and has now been permanently 

installed in the colonnades at Brompton Cemetery in 

Chelsea which is managed by the Royal Parks. 

Bushy Park does not appear on the stone because the 

10 employees who went to war all returned. Of the 23 

Hampton Court gardeners who served, three died, all in 

France. Albert Edward Smith, a Corporal in the Royal 

Fusiliers, died on 26 September 1915, aged 33. Ernest 

Frank Goodall was a Private in the Royal West Surrey 

Regiment and died on 22 August 1918, aged 19. His 

father also worked as a gardener at Hampton Court and 

the family lived in a cottage in Home Park. Arthur 

William Berry, a Gunner in the Royal Garrison Artillery, 

died on 25 September 1918, aged 36. He lived in East 

Molesey with his wife and four children. 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
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2018 - 2019 Committee  

President 
Pieter Morpurgo 
020 8977 3416 
pieter.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk 
 
Chair 
Colin Muid 
chair@fbhp.org.uk 
 
Vice-Chair 
Barry Purdon 
 
Treasurer 
John Elrick 
john.elrick@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Membership Secretary 
Pat Dickinson 
112 Fairfax Road 
Teddington 
TW11 9BX 
membership@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Rosemary MacColl 
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Walks and Talks 
Jane Cliff 
020 8287 4609 
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk 
 
Newsletter Production  
and Distribution 
Claire Ivison 
David Ivison 
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk  
 
Other members of the committee 
Iris Hawkes 
Owen Jones 
Annie Murray 
Jean Smith 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/

FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/ 

Electronic newsletter 

We would encourage as many Friends as 

possible to sign up to receive the quarterly 

newsletter electronically. Please email your 

request to newsletter@fbhp.org.uk 

If you have any comments about this 

newsletter or information you would like to 

share with us you can email 

newsletter@fbhp.org.uk 

Published by:  

The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks 

Charity registration number 1137203 

From the Membership Secretary 
Season’s greetings and happy new year to all our members. We hope 

you have enjoyed a lovely Christmas and are looking forward to the 

coming events of 2019. This year we'll be delighted to welcome you to 

our talks in the beautiful new location of Normansfield Theatre where 

there's a little more space to accommodate our expanding numbers, 

now well over a thousand members. 

To those of you who have not yet paid a subscription for 2019, may I 

remind you that this is due on 3 January.  Please complete and return 

the renewal form that was enclosed with your Autumn newsletter as 

soon as possible. If, by any chance, you have mislaid the form, you can 

find one on our website, or let me know by email so I can forward one to 

you. If, for whatever reason, you will not be renewing your membership 

it is appreciated if you can let us know. It saves time and costs if we can 

avoid sending out that reminder letter with the April newsletter.  

It also gives us that little bit extra if you can Gift Aid your subscription 

and donation payments to us. A 25% addition to your payment makes 

quite a significant difference at no extra cost, so "every little helps"! If 

you've forgotten whether you have previously signed a Gift Aid 

Declaration, please email me for confirmation. It's always worth 

checking. 

With many thanks to you all for your continued support which is so much 

appreciated. 

Best wishes for 2019,  

Pat Dickinson 

Workshop for Information Point volunteers 
At the end of September more than 20 volunteers gathered at the 

Stockyard to hear about, and discuss the implications of, two important 

new projects in Bushy Park. Colin Muid explained that the new 

Information Point will provide a larger and more suitable space; Barry 

Purdon (Appeals Coordinator) described the possible layout and content 

of the area in more detail; and Sue Robertson talked about the new 

merchandise which is being considered. 

The second new project is the volunteer Ranger scheme which aims to 

influence visitor behaviour, particularly at busy times. Jeannie Edwards, 

who knows Bushy Park well, explained how she took on the task of 

identifying areas of the park which would be most likely to benefit from 

the presence of a Ranger to advise and educate people. Both topics 

generated lively discussions and useful ideas. 

http://www.fbhp.org.uk
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