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Dates for your diary

I am indebted to Iain Burgess, one of the founding members of
the Friends, for telling me that 2 November 1989 was the birth
date of the Friends of Bushy and Home Parks. As we now enter
our 31st year of life, we are delighted to welcome a new Bushy
Park manager, Phil Edwards. He is currently the assistant park
manager at The Regent’s Park and, once he has handed over to
his successor, should be arriving on site by the spring of 2020. It
is with sadness that we learned in December of the death of one
of our long-standing patrons, David Bellamy OBE. As one of the
country’s leading naturalists and campaigners, his expertise in
botany and conservation closely aligned with the work of the
Friends as we support the parks.

Friday 24 January 2020
BATTLEFIELDS TO BUTTERFLIES
Talk by Richard Flenley
Normansfield Theatre, Langdon Down Centre,
Teddington, TW11 9PS
Commencing at 8 pm; refreshments will be
available from 7.15 pm (There will also be
information boards from “The Royal Parks in
World War I” project that relate to this talk)
Saturday 15 February 2020
RIVERSIDE RICHMOND TO TWICKENHAM
Walk led by Paul Jackson
Meet 11 am Information Point at Richmond
Station (Ferry ticket £1)
Monday 9 March 2020
THE MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF
HISTORIC ROYAL PALACES, THEIR
GROUNDS AND ESTATES
Talk by Nicola Andrews
The Garden Room, Hampton Court
Commencing at 7.30 pm, refreshments from 7 pm
followed by ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(See details and agenda on page 3)

The Visitor Centre is proving very effective at attracting hundreds
of park visitors each weekend and has also attracted many new
volunteers. We will extend the opening hours from Easter until the
end of summer and be able to open on extra days during the
school holidays. The Visitor Centre provides more anecdotes.
There was the child who saw the shed skin of a grass snake
exhibit and was rather concerned that the snake must have
escaped. Another child saw our cardinal spider exhibit (it is a big
specimen) but was unimpressed because it only had long legs,
not a big hairy body and didn’t have a bite worth mentioning. Well,
we can’t win them all. One weekday while I was doing some
housework at the Visitor Centre, a couple turned up looking rather
lost. My concerned enquiry elicited that they were Australian and
had been brought to the park by an Uber taxi driver who had been
asked to take them to Kew Gardens. The taxi had departed,
leaving them suspiciously thinking there was an absence of
glasshouses and formal gardens. I did my best for international
relations by directing them to Teddington station and observing
that black cab drivers are tested on knowledge of London while
Uber drivers don’t know their Kew from their Bushy.
Our AGM will be on 9 March at the Garden Room in the grounds
of Hampton Court Palace. Our guest speaker is Nicola Andrews,

Saturday 28 March 2020
EXPLORE HOME PARK
Walk led by Russell Downs
Meet 11 am Lion Gate, Hampton Court (near the
Maze)
Palaces Group Director, Historic Royal Palaces. I
am sure she will have interesting observations on
what it takes to manage these fascinating heritage
sites. I hope you will come along and, if so, I look
forward to meeting you.
Colin Muid

Garden Museum exhibition
An exhibition entitled “Play, Protest and Pelicans:
A People’s History of London’s Royal Parks” is
being held at the Garden Museum (next to
Lambeth Palace) until 9 February 2020. It
includes paintings, drawings, photographs and
artefacts, largely drawn from the Hearsum
Collection. For further details go to
https://
gardenmuseum.org.uk/exhibitions/play-protestand-pelicans-a-peoples-history-of-londons-royalparks/
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Eel Pie Island: boatyards and bands - talk
Eel Pie Island, which has an area of nine acres, can be reached by
crossing the footbridge from Twickenham Embankment. There are 40
houses, three flats and more than 20 boats in which about 150 residents
live. It is also the base for 30 companies employing 300 people, including
four working boatyards. Eel Pie Island Museum, located in Richmond
Road opposite the Civic Centre, was opened in February 2018 to
describe aspects of its history. The museum is housed in the old Lyric
Palace, built in 1911.
Our guide to the island, its inhabitants and buildings was Celia Holman
who moved there in 2013 and has obviously developed a passion for the
place. She is one of the volunteers at the museum which is communityrun. There was an inn on the island in the early 17th century, in the 19th
century it was rebuilt as a hotel and later had a ballroom added. In 1951
the island was bought by Kingston businessman, Michael Snapper, and
from 1956 to 1970 the ballroom was the venue for the jazz club where the
Rolling Stones, Rod Stewart and David Bowie played. In the 1960s the
club was run by Arthur Chisnall, a social researcher. By 1969 the hotel was lived in by a large group of hippies and on
30 March 1971 the empty building was burnt down. Houses were later built on the site.
The museum is open on Thursday to Sunday from 12 until 6pm; see https://www.eelpiemuseum.co.uk/

The history of Feltham’s ponds - talk
Our October talk was given by Angela Parton, an active member of local history and
community groups in Feltham. She described aspects of the development of the
town, highlighting its three ponds. The area had been mainly farmland until the end
of the 19th century when it became more intensively used for market gardening,
including large numbers of glasshouses.
Feltham Pond (lower area, shaded blue on 1912 map), on Feltham Green, was the
original village pond. Bridge House Pond (upper blue area), adjacent to Feltham
Station, was created when gravel was extracted to build the bridge over the railway
line, opened in 1848. Clymping Pond in Feltham Park was also the result of gravel
extraction, but this was for house- and road-building. The areas around all three
ponds have faced challenges such as anti-social behaviour and littering in recent years. Several local groups of
volunteers have been formed to help clean up the parks and reduce the problems. Feltham Pond has recently been
drained and desilted for the first time since 1964. Major work is taking place at Feltham Station as the road bridge is
being rebuilt and Bridge House Park will have new gardens at the end of the project.

Tree planting in the Woodland Gardens
The year’s planting session on 9 November was a special occasion for the Friends. Cherry trees, donated by Japanese
individuals and companies, were planted by a group of volunteers in the Waterhouse Plantation, close to River Lodge.
The donation of the trees has been organised as a symbol of bilateral friendship and it is planned to plant between 50
and 60 of the iconic Japanese trees across four major parks in London This will then be followed by a commemorative
planting ceremony in spring 2020, the year when Tokyo will host the Olympic and Paralympic Games.
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FRIENDS OF BUSHY AND HOME PARKS
Annual General Meeting - Monday 9 March 2020
The AGM will be held in The Garden Room, Hampton Court, KT8 9AU

Doors open and refreshments from 7 pm; talk by Nicola Andrews, Palaces Group Director,
at 7.30 pm followed by the AGM at 8 pm.*
AGENDA
• Apologies for absence
• Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 1 March 2019
• Matters arising
• Annual Report for 2019
• Financial Report and adoption of the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2019
• Appointment of Auditor
• Election of Trustees and Officers** The following are willing to stand for re-election;
Colin Muid (Chair and Trustee)

Barry Purdon (Vice Chair and Trustee)

Adrian Heywood (Treasurer and Trustee)
Claire Ivison (Trustee)
Rosemary MacColl (Trustee)
Sue Robertson (Trustee)

Iris Hawkes (Trustee)
David Ivison (Trustee)
Pieter Morpurgo (Trustee)

• 2019 Appeals and new 2020 Appeal
• Any other business
* The main carpark will be open and free. The Garden Room (located near the Tiltyard Café) will be signposted.
** If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a Trustee or Officer, Colin Muid would be happy to give you
more information. Nominations for Trustees and Officers are invited and can be received at the meeting.
However, we would prefer to have nominations in advance, no later than 21 February 2020.

Farewell to one Bushy Park manager

some of the best parks in the world, but to be appointed as
park manager of Bushy Park and the Longford River has to
be the pinnacle of my career, and I can’t express how
proud I am. I look forward to meeting and working with you
all in the future.”

Bushy Park apprentice receives award

At the end of the volunteer workshop, held at the
Stockyard on 15 October, Colin Muid presented Ray
Brodie with his leaving gift from the Friends of a specially
-created photobook containing images of Bushy Park.
We all wish Ray a long and happy retirement.

… and hello to the new park manager
It has been announced by The Royal Parks that Phil
Edwards has been chosen as the new park manager of
Bushy Park. He will move from his current post as
assistant manager at The Regent’s Park in spring 2020.
Phil commented, “I have been very fortunate to work in
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Marciel Dalmasio, employed
by Gavin Jones in Bushy Park,
was awarded The Royal Parks
Guild’s ‘Highly Commended’
certificate for his second year
course and practical work as a
Royal
Parks
horticultural
apprentice. He was presented
with his certificate by Andrew
Scattergood, Chief Executive
of The Royal Parks, at ‘The
World of Horticulture and its
Opportunities’ training day
held at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew.
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The history of the Barge Walk from Kingston Bridge to Hampton Court Bridge talk
John Previte lives in a house along Barge Walk and over the last 50
years he has collected a wealth of information and maps depicting the
history of the towpath, River Thames and Home Park. There are
records of a wooden bridge going back to 1190 where Old Bridge
Street is located both in Hampton Wick and Kingston. The iron bridge
wasn’t opened until 1828, as a toll bridge. Maps show a busy river with
barges up to 200 tons drawn by 12 horses, plus drovers and
passenger vessels. Coal from barges was transported along a tram
way to the Hampton Wick gasworks. All of this is thought to explain
why Hampton Wick had eight pubs!
The arrival of the railway in 1850 led to the demise of livestock drovers
and the towpath deteriorated, until restored more recently. There were
several fish traps for catching salmon with the size of mesh large enough to allow small fish to swim up river. Kingston
was well-known for its three fisheries which appear on the Kingston shield with a barrel (brewery) and the letter K. The
river became very polluted and fish died until the Great Stink in 1858 meant that proper drainage was installed. Since
1975 the Environment Agency has shared responsibility for the river and towpath with Historic Royal Palaces.
A map of 1795 shows two houses, then an 1804 map shows the
Swiss Cottage, the Wilderness and two smaller buildings with the
Lodge behind them. New cottages were built for workers to look after
the Bargeway, and next to them from 1803 to 1960 were 10 acres of
allotments; now pasture for the Queen’s horses. There have been
several serious floods: 12 March 1774, November 1874, 1894 (a
flood mark on the Banqueting House), 1947 and 1968 where heavy
rain in Surrey was blamed. The erection of the Thames Barrier has
helped keep flood water from getting to Kingston Bridge. The
structure nicknamed ‘The Mushroom’ marks the start of the gas
tunnel running under the river. John mentioned Coombe Conduit,
built to bring fresh water to Hampton Court; this is the topic for the
talk in April 2020 by Dr David Kennedy. Many thanks to John and to Ray Elmitt for the visual presentation.
Kingston Bridge from Down Hall 1800-20

Thomas Rowlandson (1756-1827)

Jane Cliff

‘Movement Strategy’ from The Royal Parks
The Movement Strategy will set a long-term vision for how park visitors will
move within, access and subsequently experience all of the Royal Parks.
Highlights from nearly 7,000 individual survey submissions received include:
• 85% of respondents agree that conserving and enhancing the parks’ special
qualities should be a top priority
• 73% believe that walking should be prioritised over other modes of transport
in the parks
• 79% agree that The Royal Parks should actively encourage and promote
sustainable modes of transport such as walking, cycling and public transport as
ways of getting to the parks
• 78% agree that park roads should not be used as commuter routes for cars
The Royal Parks aims to publish its draft strategy early in 2020 and then will be
developing a series of proposals for each park that reflect the views of park
visitors and key partners. For more information see: https://
www.royalparks.org.uk/managing-the-parks/park-strategies/the-royal-parkstransport-and-movement-strategy
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News from Bushy Park

News from Home Park
• In November Historic Royal Palaces welcomed
volunteers from Swingbridge community boats (the Surrey
Care Trust) and the Thames Landscape Strategy. Works
were undertaken to coppice hazel stools and cut willow
pollards along the banks of the Longford River in the
Paddocks at Home Park. This will allow greater light to
the river environment and create diversity of habitat to
benefit wildlife.

• A new information board has recently been installed in
the Water Gardens to replace the original damaged and
outdated one. The Friends contributed financially as well
as researching the content.
• The car park donation machines are now fully
operational. Car parking remains free and voluntary
donations will be used for the maintenance of Bushy Park.
• Sunday 17 November was a special day for the eight
shire horses which are stabled in Home Park. The horses
looked magnificent as they paraded around the gardens
before lining up by the East Front to be blessed by the
Chaplain of Hampton Court Palace’s Chapel Royal.

NPL wellness walk
• Teddington Cricket Club’s new pavilion, near
Clapperstile Gate, was officially opened on 20 September
2019. It has been designed to be sustainable and
environmentally friendly while blending into its
surroundings.

Bushy Park ranger scheme
Most of you will now recognise the orange uniform of the
Volunteer Community Ranger Service and have spotted it
in action on weekends and other busy times. Since first
starting in April 2019, the Volunteer Rangers have spoken
to an impressive 3,000 visitors in Bushy Park helping them
to enjoy their visit to the park and appreciate its fantastic
landscape by offering information about its heritage,
history and, most importantly, its wildlife. The Royal Parks
is looking to increase numbers of volunteers and will be
opening recruitment again on Friday 24 January 2020; for
more information and to apply go to
www.royalparks.org.uk/rangers
Joanna Haywood, Volunteer Community Ranger Service

On 5 November a group of Friends led a walk from
Clapperstile Gate to Hampton Court House returning via
the Pheasantry for members of staff from our neighbours
at the National Physical Laboratory. Their head of
engagement & wellbeing wrote, “I wanted to thank you
and your colleagues for leading another fantastic walk
and talk in Bushy Park this week. We have received some
great feedback and I wanted to ... thank you personally for
your continued support of our wellbeing activities.”
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Membership
Happy new year to all our members. We look forward to your continued
membership in 2020, and are very pleased that so many of you have
already arranged payment of your subscription for 2020 prior to the due
date on 3 January. It is so helpful to us, and saves us money, if we can
avoid sending reminder letters with the spring newsletter. Our
subscription rates remain low; so every little counts, even remembering
to enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your membership card, or
opting to receive your newsletters by email, or gift aiding your payments.
Thank you for considering these points, and particular thanks to those
who have provided an additional donation. Even if you are unable to
continue your membership, for whatever reason, it helps to let us know;
so please send a quick email. Thank you very much for your support
and best wishes for 2020.
Pat Dickinson

Hampton Hill Parade

Carol Fenton-Balch

On 29 November a suitablyattired group of Friends braved
the chilly weather to board the
trailer and take part in the
Hampton Hill Christmas parade.
Donations for our appeals,
collected along the route, were
gratefully received.

Christmas at the Pheasantry

The Visitor Centre was beautifully
decorated for the festive season
by Gilli and Jane.

2019 - 2020 Committee
President
Pieter Morpurgo
020 8977 3416
pieter.morpurgo@fbhp.org.uk
Chair
Colin Muid
chair@fbhp.org.uk
Vice Chair
Barry Purdon
Treasurer
Adrian Heywood
treasurer@fbhp.org.uk
Membership Secretary
Pat Dickinson
112 Fairfax Road
Teddington
TW11 9BX
membership@fbhp.org.uk
Visitor Centre Manager
Sue Robertson
Volunteer Coordinator
Rosemary MacColl
rosemary.maccoll@fbhp.org.uk
Walks and Talks
Jane Cliff
020 8287 4609
walksandtalks@fbhp.org.uk

The Quire, a choir from Thames
Ditton, sang Christmas carols
with volunteers and park visitors.

Volunteer workshop

Newsletter Production
and Distribution
Claire Ivison
David Ivison
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Other members of the committee
John Elrick
Iris Hawkes
Annie Murray

https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsBushyAndHomeParks/

Electronic newsletter

The training workshop for Visitor Centre volunteers, held at the
Stockyard on 15 October, was attended by more than 30 people,
several of them recent recruits. It gave Rosemary MacColl and Sue
Robertson the opportunity to discuss operational issues and refresh the
procedures to ensure continued effectiveness. It was decided that the
opening hours of the Visitor Centre will continue to be 11 am to 3 pm on
Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays during the winter months.
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We would encourage as many Friends as possible
to sign up to receive the quarterly newsletter
electronically. Please email your request to
newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
If you have any comments about this newsletter or
information you would like to share with us you can
email newsletter@fbhp.org.uk
Published by:
The Friends of Bushy and Home Parks
Charity registration number 1137203

