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What is THDAS?
Å Tree Health Diagnosticand Advisoryservice(THDAS)

hasbeenrunningsincethe 1960s

Å Part of Tree Health Group within the Centre for
Ecosystems,Societyand Biosecurity(CESB)at Forest
Research

Å Teamof pathologistsandentomologists

Å Providing impartial advice or identifying pests and
pathogenson treesin England,ScotlandandWales
ï Privateandpublicsectorsin forestry
ï Localauthorities
ï Arboriculturalconsultantsandtree surgeons
ï Generalpublic

Å Gatherinformationabout the healthof treesin Britain

Å THDASactsasanearlywarningsystemfor tree health

Å Work alongside Tree/Plant Health Teams from the
three countries(ForestryCommissionEngland,Scottish
Forestry,NaturalResourcesWales,APHA)

www.forestresearch.gov.uk/

https://treealert.forestresearch.gov.uk

https://treealert.forestresearch.gov.uk/
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What is THDAS?
Å Two stations cover the UK

ï Northern Research Station (Edinburgh)
ÅScotland and Northern England

ï Alice Holt (Farnham, Surrey) 
ÅSouthern England and Wales

Å Work with projects:

AH

NRS

www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
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TreeAlert

Å TreeAlert is a system for reporting suspected tree pests and diseases
of concern in Britain (https : //treealert . forestresearch .gov .uk/ )

www.forestresearch.gov.uk

https://treealert.forestresearch.gov.uk/
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What happen to submitted reports?

ÅTreeAlert reports are checked daily
ïTriage

ïEnquiries are allocated to entomologists or 
pathologists

ïPriority given to regulated or quarantine organism
ÅThese cases are followed up by the wider Plant Health 

Services, the authorities in England, Scotland and Wales

ÅIn some cases are followed directly by THDAS team 
members

ïReply to all enquiries

ïIn some cases THDAS might request samples

ïIn some cases site visits need to be arranged

www.forestresearch.gov.uk



Overview of current tree 
diseases through THDAS
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In the last five years
ÅThe main five diseases reported on trees through 

THDAS in the last five years have been:

ïChalara ash dieback (Hymenocyphusfraxineus)
ÅDetected in England in 2012 but here earlier

ïCedar shoot blight (Sirococcustsugae)
ÅDetected in England at the end of 2014 but here earlier

ïHoney fungus (Armillaria spp.)

ïPhytophthora diseases (Phytophthora spp.)

ïNeonectriacanker of fir (Neonectrianeomacrospora)
ÅRe-emerging disease in Europe since 2008 but here since the 1960s
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Chalara ash dieback

Hymenoscyphus fraxineus 
Mainly on Fraxinus excelsior
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Evaluation spring 
2017.

Detection of Hf on other Fraxinusspp. 

ïF. albicans

ïF. americana

ïF. angustifolia

ïF. caroliniana

ïF. chinensis

ïF. latifolia

ïF. mandshurica

ïF. nigra

ïF. ornus

ïF. paxiana

ïF. pennsylvanica

ïF. profunda

ïF. sieboldiana

ïF. texensis

ïF. velutina
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Detection of Hf on non-Fraxinus spp.

Phillyrea latifolia

Phillyrea angustifolia Chionanthus virginicus
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Sirococcusblight of cedars

01/02/2022
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Sirococcus blight of cedars
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Sirococcustsugaeon cedars
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Sirococcusblight of cedars



15 17-02-2009

Sirococcustsugaeon cedars
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Sirococcus blight of cedars
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Sirococcus blight of cedars
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Honey fungus (Armillaria)
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Honey fungus (Armillaria)


