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Meadow Brown
• Size: Medium

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 50-55mm

• The Meadow Brown is the most abundant butterfly 
species in many habitats. Hundreds may be seen together 
at some sites, flying low over the vegetation. Adults fly 
even in dull weather when most other butterflies are 
inactive..

• Caterpillar Food: A wide range of grasses are used. Those 
with finer leaves such as fescues (Festuca spp.), bents 
(Agrostis spp.) and meadow- grasses (Poa spp.) are 
preferred, but some coarser species such as Cock's- foot 
(Dactylis glomerata), Downy Oat-grass (Helictotrichon
pubescens), and False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) 
are also eaten by larger larvae.



Gatekeeper

• Size: Medium

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 40-47mm

• the Gatekeeper (also known as the Hedge Brown) is often 
encountered where clumps of flowers grow in gateways and 
along hedgerows and field edges. Favourite nectar sources 
include Wild Marjoram, Common Fleabane, ragworts, and 
Bramble

• Caterpillar Food: Various grasses are used, with a preference 
for fine grasses such as bents (Agrostis spp.), fescues 
(Festuca spp.), and meadow-grasses (Poa spp.).

• Can be confused with meadow brown  but the Gatekeeper is 
generally smaller and more orange with a row of tiny white 
dots on the hind underwings.



Small Copper

• Size: Small

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 32-35mm

• Occurs in a wide variety of habitats. Commonly found on 
chalk or unimproved grassland, heathland, woodland 
clearings, waste ground and moorland. Warm, dry 
conditions are favoured.

• Caterpillar Food: Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa) and 
Sheep's Sorrel (R. acetosella) are the main foodplants. 
Broad-leaved Dock (R. obtusifolius) may be occasionally 
used.



Small Heath

• Size: Small

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 34-38mm

• The Small Heath is an inconspicuous butterfly that flies only 
in sunshine and rarely settles more than a metre above the 
ground. Its wings are always kept closed when at rest. The 
underside of the forewing has an eyespot at the tip..

• Fine grasses, especially fescues (Festuca spp.), meadow-
grasses (Poa spp.), and bents (Agrostis spp.)

• Butterfly Conservation priority: High



Speckled Wood
• Size: Medium

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 47-50mm

• Occurs in woodland, gardens and hedgerows. Butterflies 
often perch in sunny spots, spiralling into the air to chase 
each other. The aptly named Speckled Wood flies in partially 
shaded woodland with dappled sunlight. The male usually 
perches in a small pool of sunlight, from where it rises rapidly 
to intercept any intruder. Both sexes feed on honeydew in 
the treetops and are rarely seen feeding on flowers, except 
early and late in the year when aphid activity is low.

• Caterpillar food: False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum); 
Cock's-foot (Dactylis glomerata); Yorkshire-fog (Holcus 
lanatus); Common Couch (Elytrigia repens)



Red Admiral
• Size: Large

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 67-72mm

• A large and strong-flying butterfly and common in 
gardens. This familiar and distinctive insect may be found 
anywhere in Britain and Ireland and in all habitat types.

• Starting each spring and continuing through the summer 
there are northward migrations, which are variable in extent 
and timing, from North Africa and continental Europe. The 
immigrant females lay eggs and consequently there is an 
emergence of fresh butterflies, from about July onwards. 
They continue flying into October or November and are 
typically seen nectaring on garden buddleias or flowering Ivy 
and on rotting fruit.

• Caterpillar food: Common Nettle (Urtica dioica)



Large White
• Size: Large

• Wing Span Range (male to female): 63-70mm

• A large, strong flying butterfly. The brilliant white wings have 
black tips to the forewings, extending down the wing edge. 
Females have two spots on the forewings, which is not 
present in males.

• Habitat: This common butterfly is found in a variety of 
habitats, particularly gardens and allotments where 
cabbages are grown.

• Caterpillar food: The larvae feed on wild or cultivated species 
of the Cruciferae family, with a strong preference for 
cultivated varieties of Brassica oleracea, such as Cabbage and 
Brussel-sprouts


	Slide 1: Butterflies sighted  in Bushy Park  September 2023
	Slide 2: Meadow Brown
	Slide 3: Gatekeeper
	Slide 4: Small Copper
	Slide 5: Small Heath
	Slide 6: Speckled Wood
	Slide 7: Red Admiral
	Slide 8: Large White

