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Introduction 

From 1942 to 1945 Bushy Park played a significant role in World War II by being the home of Camp 

Griffiss, which hosted, at varying times during the war, three of the most influential headquarters in the 

European theatre of operations. These being the headquarters of the United States Eight Air Force 

(the largest deployed combat air force of the war), the United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe 

(USSAFE) and the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) headed by General 

Eisenhower. It was SHAEF that finalised the plans for Operation Overlord, the invasion of occupied 

Europe, and set the date for D-Day as 6 June 1944. 

In recognition of Camp Griffiss’s role in the war, and as a contribution to the 80th anniversary events 

being organised nationally, the Friends of Bushy and Home Parks decided, with the permission of the 

Royal Parks, to hold a commemorative event in Bushy Park. This was arranged for the weekend of 8 

and 9 June 2024. 

Bushy Park and Camp Griffiss 

In June 1942 the British Air Ministry requisitioned an area of Bushy Park adjacent to Sandy Lane that 

was previously allocated for temporary office buildings for businesses bombed out of central London. 

This office development was then offered to the United States Eighth Air Force as the site for their 

new headquarters. This was subsequently named by the Americans as AAF Station 586 with the 

codename of “Widewing”. As the size and scope of the camp grew the site was officially handed over 

to United States administration on 22 February 1942, when the site was re-named Camp Griffiss after 

Colonel Townsend Griffiss, the first United States Army Air Force airman to be killed in the European 

theatre of war. 

Camp Griffiss grew at a great pace to meet the demands of war time planning. Camp Griffiss was not 

one area; by 1944 it had nine sites within the park dealing with administration and accommodation, as 

well as numerous outstations away from the park, and an airstrip. It eventually covered 60 acres of 

parkland and had over 3,000 personnel working there. 

Following the invasion of occupied Europe, it was important that headquarters staff followed the 

troops into France. By September 1944 the main body of SHAEF had moved out of Camp Griffiss to 

Paris, followed closely by the headquarters of USSAFE. At the end of 1944 all but a few remnants of 

the American forces had left Bushy Park. Their place being taken, until 1950, by the headquarters of 

the RAF Transport Command. 

Today there are several places in the park that remind us of Camp Griffiss:  

• A raised plaque, unveiled in 1945, was placed by the British Air Ministry to commemorate the 

American forces based there. A wood copse, named Eisenhower’s Copse, has been planted 

adjacent to the tablet. 

• The Eisenhower Memorial, which consists of a brick paved area with a five-pointed star in its 

centre, that marks the area of his office.  

• SHAEF Gate, is placed in the park’s boundary wall and marks the original position of the 

camp’s main entrance. An interpretation board is placed adjacent to the gate. 

• ‘Open books’ are placed in the ground marking the four corners of the main administrative 

buildings (Blocks A, B, C and D) of Camp Griffiss. 
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Scope  

• To erect a marquee beside SHAEF Gate 

• To display artefacts, information boards and photographs within the marquee 

• To have a FBHP Information Point for event coordination, activities and park information. 

• To provide two guided walks per day.  

• To encourage the public to visit the marquee to learn about the history of Camp Griffiss. 

• Stewarding by FBHP volunteers, largely to provide guidance and information.  

• TRP to arrange for the management of site access for the erection, security, and dismantling 

of the marquee, using TRP resources. 

• To hold the event on 8 and 9 June 2024, between 11am and 3pm 

The event 

Volunteers 

There were 23 FBHP volunteers working over the two days of the event. Each had been briefed on 

their roles and the provided risk assessments. Roles included: 

• Steward - providing information and advice to visitors within the event marquee or the 

Information Point 

• Roving steward - meeting and greeting visitors, providing information about the park and its 

wildlife, ensuring safety of the site 

• Walk leader - leading specific walks 

The marquee 

The nine metre by nine metre marquee was sited adjacent to SHAEF Gate which is in Sandy Lane, 

Teddington. In it were information panels, artefacts, a music player and FBHP’s information table. The 

contents included: 

• Six A1 information boards showing the history of Camp Griffiss from 1942 until 1944 

• Six A3 information sheets giving ‘fast-facts’ on various subjects connected to the camp 

• A 3-D model of Camp Griffiss 

• A US military steel helmet found at Upper Lodge 

• An ‘open book’ plaque used to mark the four corners of the camp’s main administrative 

buildings 

• Letters and books from the history archive in White Lodge, Bushy Park 

• A flag that was used by the SHAEF Association before being donated to the history archive 

• Copies of the original set of invasion plans showing the proposed landing points (donated by 

the Defence Geographic Centre, Feltham) 

• Music centre playing Glenn Miller songs with D-Day radio broadcasts inserted 

• A FBHP park information table  

The guided walk 

Two guides dressed in authentic US Air Force uniforms provided two 800 metre walks each day 

around the sites of Block A, the American commemorative tablet and Eisenhower Memorial. Seven 

small flags were inserted into the ‘open books’, that denote the corners of Blocks A and C, to give a 

visual clue as to the size of the buildings. Each walk and talk took an average of 50 minutes to 

complete. 
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Visitors  

Numbers 

Over the two-day event 1,200 people visited the marquee. The visitors included a 102-year-old D-Day 

veteran, a GI Bride of the camp who came with her son, and many local people who remembered the 

American troops in the park. The guided walks attracted a total of 250 people over the four walks. 

Comments 

A ‘comments book’ was placed at the exit to the marquee for visitors to express their feelings about 

the event; all were very positive. Here is a selection of the 46 comments received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Excellent display. 

Loved the artefacts. 

Surprise, surprise and I hadn’t known! 

Awesome - so proud that we are 

able to read about these 

extraordinary events in our locality. 

An excellent exhibition 

clearly presented, with so 

much information. 

Thank you for 

bringing history to life! 

Loved the Glen Miller! 

Fantastic overview of this 

hidden history - this Anglo-

American couple appreciated all 

the guide’s information. 

Excellent exhibition - I thought I knew 

the subject but learned many new 

things about the camp and its history. 

Fantastic exhibition. 

Well done organisers. 

Excellent exhibition - 

thanks. I learnt a lot, and 

not just about Bushy Park. 

Excellent walk with lots of 

questions answered. 

Thank you so much. Brilliant 

exhibition and guided walks. 

Excellent - should consider making this 

info permanent - perhaps at Pheasantry 

Café? Important young learn of this. 

Thank you! 

A fascinating exhibition and talk. 

Well done and thank you. 

Profound. Thank you. 

Very thorough, very interesting. 

Great display, very informative. 
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Photographs inserted by permission of Claire Ivison, David Ivison, Bill Swan, Steve Parker and Louise Clare 
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Event curated and report prepared by David and Claire Ivison 


